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Centered on Christ 
 
“Then I turned to see the voice that was speaking to me, and 
on turning I saw seven golden lampstands, and in the midst of 
the lampstands one like a son of man, clothed with a long 
robe and with a golden sash around his chest.”  (Revelation 
1:12-13) 
 
 We are currently in the Time of Christmas at church.  It 
began with the season of Advent.  Advent is from a Latin word 
that means “coming” and its emphasis is on the preparation of the 
coming of Christ.  The first part of Advent focuses on the coming 
of Christ as King and Judge, while the latter part looks to His 
coming in the incarnation.  From there we moved to the 
Christmas Season where we focused on the birth of Jesus.  
Currently, we are in the Epiphany Season where the emphasis is 
on the self-revelation of God to the world.  Beginning with the 
Epiphany, when Christ revealed Himself to the Gentile Wise Men 
as the "light to lighten the Gentiles” (Nunc Dimittis), this 
revelation emphasis continues, as the Gospel reading depicted 
how Jesus revealed Himself in word and deed. 
 What do all of the above have in common?  The answer is 
Jesus.  In fact, everything in the church should point to Jesus.   
Even John’s recorded revelation shows that Jesus is the center of 
the church.  The seven golden lampstands are symbols and 
represent the seven churches, which are the complete church.  
Jesus is standing at the center clothed with a long robe and with a 
golden sash around His chest in holiness.   The churches are 
bearers of Jesus’ light which is to benefit their entire surrounding 
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Notification to Pastor When in the Hospital 
  
 There has been some confusion when people check in or 
go to the hospital.  The hospital will not automatically inform 
your church, or pastor, that you are there unless it is specifically 
stated in your records.  Furthermore, inform your family members 
to call your pastor.  They can also contact the chaplain’s office at 
the hospital and give them the information.  Again, don’t assume 
the hospital will do it, because they won’t.  You must be 
proactive to make sure your pastor is informed if you want him to 
come see you.   Many times people are in the hospital and he has 
no idea they are there. 

and ultimately the whole world.  Their light is Christ, who works 
by means of Word and Sacrament that illumines the people of the 
church plus other people.  Each one of the seven churches serves 
as one burning the light of the Word that is maintained by public 
preaching and teaching.  
 The Apostle Paul wrote, “So faith comes from hearing 
and hearing through the word of Christ.” (Romans 10:17)  
Although the work is done and the forgiveness of sins is secured 
by the cross (John 19:30), it cannot come to us any other way 
than through the Word.  It’s God’s will that His Word should be 
heard and that a person’s ears should not be closed. (Psalm 95:8)  
With this Word the Holy Spirit is present and opens hearts, so 
that people like Lydia in Acts 16:14 pay attention to it and are 
converted only through the Holy Spirit’s grace and the power 
who alone does the work of converting a person.  
 The gospel of Jesus Christ opens hearts, with the help of 
the Holy Spirit, so that people can have faith and believe in Jesus 
Christ. That’s why Jesus should always be at the center of the 
church and the lives of people.  After all Jesus says, “I am the 
way and the truth and the life.  No one comes to the Father 
except through me.” (John 14:6)   Amen. 
 
Blessings, 
 
Pastor Craig S. Zandi 
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ASSISTING FOR THE MONTH OF JANUARY 
Acolytes:  Ushers/Youth 

Altar Guild:  Sam & Shelley Barg 
Finance:  Karen Kmosena & Sue Monnier 

 
Worship Assistants for January  

 
Sunday, Jan 4 Elder:  Randy Scott 
   Greeters:   
 Ushers:  Team 1:  Dave Scott-Captain, 
 Dave Kuchta, Jim Kuchta,  
 Dave Thompson,, Stu Pask 
 
Sunday, Jan 11 Elder:  Sam Barg 
Caring & Sharing Greeters:  Donna Howard 
 Ushers:  Team 2:  Dave Kmosena- Captain, 
 Terry Schar, Mike Kuchta, Jim Rodd,  
 Lee Purdy 
 
Sunday, Jan 18 Elder:  Randy Scott 
Mites In    Greeters:  Jim Kuchta 
Gathering Ushers:  Team 3:  Dennis Flater, Captain, 
 Bob Hauser,  Kurt Harris 
 
Sunday, Jan 25 Elder:  Tim Dolan 
Stewardship Sunday Greeters:  Gene & Debbie Zillmer 
   Ushers:  Team 4:  Chuck Perenchio-Captain, 
   Sam Barg, Dave Werner, John Monnier,  
   Gene Zillmer 
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What is happening in The Divine Service? 
Our Lord is the Lord who serves.  Jesus Christ came into the 
flesh not to be served, but to serve and to give His life as a 
ransom for many.  On the cross He offered Himself as a spotless 
sacrifice for the sin of the whole world.  Through His perfect life 
and death, He accomplished forgiveness and salvation for all 
before the Father in heaven.  By His empty tomb and ascension 
into heaven, He declared His victory over sin and death to all the 
world.  Seated now at the Father’s right hand, He graciously 
serves His church with the gifts of salvation.  On the Last Day, 
He will come again to gather His elect from every nation to 
celebrate the feast that will have no end. 
 
Our Lord serves us today through His Holy Word and 
Sacraments.  Through these means, He comes among us to 
deliver His forgiveness and salvation, freeing us from our sins 
and strengthening us for service to one another and to the world.  
At Holy Baptism, He puts His name upon us, pours His Holy 
Spirit into our hearts, and recues us from sin, death, and the devil.  
Through Holy Absolution, He pronounces His forgiveness again 
and again.  With His Holy Word, written in Scripture and 
preached into our ears, He daily proclaims His abiding love for us 
through all the joys and sorrows of life in this world.  In His Holy 
Supper, He gives us His own body and blood to eat and drink as a 
priceless gift to nourish and strengthen us in both body and soul. 
 
The Lord’s service calls forth our service-in sacrifices and praise 
and thanksgiving to Him and in loving service to one another.  
Having been called, gathered, enlightened, and sanctified by the 
Holy Spirit, we receive His gifts with thankfulness and praise.  
With psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs, we joyfully confess all 
that God has done for us, declaring the praises of Him who called 
us out of darkness into His marvelous light.  Our song joins with 
the song of every saint from every age, the new song of Christ’s 
holy people, declaring: “Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to 
receive power and wealth and wisdom and might and honor and 
glory and blessing!” (Revelation 5:12)  (Lutheran Service Book: 
Introduction p. viii) 
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What Luther says: 
 In 1525 appeared the lectures on Deuteronomy which, 
since 1523, Luther had been delivering to his fellow Augustinians 
in the monastery.  In connection with his exposition of 
Deuteronomy 18:19, the Reformer traces the course spiritual life 
generally takes. 
 
 First and above all that Prophet is to be heard of whom 
Moses here speaks; that is, our salvation does not begin with any 
work of ours but with the hearing of the Word of Life; for the 
Law precedes the Gospel in order to humiliate and reveal sin and 
to teach us that we can do nothing by our own powers…But when 
we hear the Word, the Holy Spirit is given, who purifies the heart 
by faith. “Faith cometh by hearing” (Romans 10:17).   It does, it 
is true, not come to all who hear, but to those for whom God has 
intended it; for “the wind bloweth where it listeth” (John 3:8), not 
where we list.  But when we receive the Holy Spirit through faith, 
we are immediately justified by this very faith, apart from any 
works of our own, by the gift of God alone; and we feel peace and 
a good conscience toward God (Romans 5:1) and exclaim in joy 
and security: Abba, Father!  There is no more fear of the wrath of 
God or servile (excessive willingness] flight from it, but a filial 
[God’s Son] access to God through the grace in which we stand 
and glory (Romans 5:2). 
 After the heart has in this way been justified and set at rest 
within through faith in the soul, outside activities are at once 
begun in various ways.  First, the confession of the lips is made to 
salvation, and the Word is preached without, through which we 
are saved within, so that others also are saved through us, just as 
we were saved through those who were before us, so that the 



 

 7 

kingdom of Christ may be increased.  Here persecution, the cross, 
and tribulation arise because of the Word in the world, which 
hates the light and life because it loves darkness.  Through this 
trouble faith is tried and led onward to the goal of the perfect 
hope, which makes us sure of our salvation.  In the second place, 
our old man is attacked, in whom the remnants of sin are still to 
be found.  There through the law in our members fight against the 
spirit so that we fail to do what the spirit desires.  Here the 
mortification of the flesh is undertaken.  In the third place, the 
fruits of good works are born, witnesses of faith and the spirit.   In 
our relation to our neighbor they are love, friendship, peace, 
goodness, etc.  (Galatians 5:22)    This is a summary and the true 
order of Christian life, which is dependent on the Word and 
begins with it and extends outward to works of love toward or 
neighbor.  (WLS p. 213) 
 

Camp Luther Men's Retreat is February 5-8.  
Contact Terry Schar or Pastor for more 
information. 

Notice of Annual Voters 
Meeting 

Sunday, January 25th,  
after  Worship 

Annual reports are due to the 
church office   
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 The preschoolers were pretty excited to get 
back to school!  That was nice to hear! 
 The first week back we are reviewing the 
alphabet A-N.  After we get back into our routine 
the real work is going to start! 
 We will begin learning how to write our 
names, number writing will start, and shape 
drawing will begin! 
 Our Bible lessons will focus on Simeon and 
Anna, The Boy Jesus at the Temple, Jesus 
Choosing His Disciples, and Jesus Blesses the 
Children.  We will have some new songs to learn 
as well! 
 We have been having lots of fun playing on 
the hills too! 
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January 2026   
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

Everything is subject to change.  Please check our website 
(www.stjohnsladysmith.org), Facebook. and/or phone the 
Church office 715-532-5780. 

 1 New Year’s Day 
 
Office Closed 

2 3 

4 
9:00AM Worship 
 Bible Study after worship 
0:15-11:15AM  Sunday School 
11:15AM Elders meeting 
 

5 
Preschool Schedule 
8:30-11:30AM  Morning  
8:30-3:30PM Full day 
  
11:30AM  Ladies  
                  Luncheon 
 

6 
Preschool Schedule 
8:30-11:30AM  Morning  
8:30-3:30PM Full day  
 
9:00-noon Quilters 
6:00PM BOCE/YM 

7 
Preschool Schedule 
8:30-11:30AM  Morning  
8:30-3:30PM Full day  
 
6:30-7:15PM Confirmation 

 
 

8 
Preschool Schedule 
8:30-11:30AM  Morning  
8:30-3:30PM Full day  
 

9 10 
 
 

11 Caring & Sharing 
 
8:00AM  Finance             
9:00AM Worship +HC 
Bible Study after worship 
10:15-11:15AM  Sunday School  
Christmas decorations need to be 
taken down today after church. 

12 
Preschool Schedule 
8:30-11:30AM  Morning  
8:30-3:30PM Full day  
 

13 
Preschool Schedule 
8:30-11:30AM  Morning  
8:30-3:30PM Full day  
9:00-noon Quilters 
 

14 
Preschool Schedule 
8:30-11:30AM  Morning  
8:30-3:30PM Full day  
11:30AM   Evangelism/ 
                     Stewardship 
1:00PM  Ladies Society 
6:30-7:15PM Confirmation 

15 
7:00AM Men’s Breakfast &    
      Bible Study at Ladysmith 
      Family Restaurant 
 
Preschool Schedule 
8:30-11:30AM  Morning  
8:30-3:30PM Full day  

16 
12:00-5:00PM 
ARC Blood  
            Drive 

17 
 
  

18   LWML Mites Ingathering 
 
9:00AM Worship  
   Installation of Church Officers 
Bible Study after worship 
10:15-11:15AM  Sunday School  
 

19 
Preschool Schedule 
8:30-11:30AM  Morning  
8:30-3:30PM Full day  
 
 

20 
Preschool Schedule 
8:30-11:30AM  Morning  
8:30-3:30PM Full day  
9:00-noon Quilters 
1:00PM FAP Quilt Guild 
6:00PM Council 
 
NEWSLETTER ITEMS 
ARE DUE TODAY 

21 
Preschool Schedule 
8:30-11:30AM  Morning  
8:30-3:30PM Full day  
 
6:30-7:15PM Confirmation 
 

22 
Preschool Schedule 
8:30-11:30AM  Morning  
8:30-3:30PM Full day  
 

23 
 

24 
 
10:00AM LWML              
Bible Study 
 

25  Stewardship Sunday 
 
9:00AM Worship +HC 
No Bible Study after worship 
10:15-11:15AM  Sunday School  
Voter’s Annual Meeting  
                  after fellowship 

26 
Preschool Schedule 
8:30-11:30AM  Morning  
8:30-3:30PM Full day  
 

27 
Preschool Schedule 
8:30-11:30AM  Morning  
8:30-3:30PM Full day  
9:00-noon Quilters 
 

28 
Preschool Schedule 
8:30-11:30AM  Morning  
8:30-3:30PM Full day  
 
6:30-7:15PM Confirmation 
 

29 
7:00AM Men’s Breakfast &    
      Bible Study at Ladysmith 
      Family Restaurant 
 
Preschool Schedule 
8:30-11:30AM  Morning  
8:30-3:30PM Full day  
 

30 
 

31 
10:00-noon 
Crafty Stitchers 

St John’s Volunteers serve meals at the Senior Center Meal Site this week 
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Saint John's will be helping at the Rusk County 
Senior Center the week of Monday February 9th 
thru Friday February 13th. 
You would need to arrive at the center around 11:20am.  
Duties include:  Passing out the silverware, pouring 
water into glasses, & handing out cartons of milk 
After serving everyone, you get to eat for free! 
When everyone is done eating you need to wipe down 
the tables.  This all takes between 45 minutes to one 
hour. 
 
The sign up sheet will be  
in the fellowship hall 

Attention: 
 
Preschool is looking for a reliable 
substitute for a few times through-
out the school year.  If you would 
be interested please speak with 
Janice 
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Stop and visit the                                            
CPH Resource Center 

 with many new items                
for spring.                                                                

Come and see all of the 
new items that are 

available for purchase. 
Great gifts for confirmands 

and graduates 
 
 

 

Every book is marked with the purchase 
price, which reflects a 20% discount 
form the original price 

 
If  you see something you’d like to purchase, 
place your money in the envelope and drop it in 
the box located on the table  – make checks 
payable to St. John’s Lutheran Church 
 
Questions? Reach out to a member of the Board of Christian Education 
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2025–2027 MISSION GRANT NO. 5  
GROWING TOGETHER TO SHARE BRAILLE AND LARGE 
PRINT LUTHERAN BRAILLE WORKERS | $100,000  

Reaching the Blind and Visually Impaired with Good News  
Imagine not being able to read God’s Word because you are blind. 
Does the thought of knowing someone disconnected from seeing 
and reading about Jesus’ love leave your heart broken? These are 
disturbing realities, and God has motivated Lutheran Braille 
Workers (LBW) to address and to help the Lord open the eyes of 
the blind. LBW has 104 Ministry Production Centers across the 
United States operated by over 3,200 volunteers who dedicate their 
time to share the Gospel . 
There are millions of people around the world who are blind or 
visually impaired seeking to strengthen their Christian faith but 
finding it difficult to access scripture-based reading materials. 
Lutheran Braille Workers provides Christian materials in braille 
and specialized large print for free and collaborates with other 
Lutheran and Christian organizations to spread the Gospel to this 
special population of people around the world. The goal to reach 
more people will be accomplished by establishing five new 
Ministry Production Centers and holding five related servant 
events, such as those at LWML conventions, Lutheran universities 
and schools, and district youth gatherings. Service opportunities 
provide everyone with the chance to grow in their God-given gifts 
and share the Gospel.  
This grant will allow Lutheran Braille Workers to produce and 
freely distribute approximately 10,000 additional volumes of Bibles 
and other Christian materials in braille or specialized large print to 
people who are blind or visually impaired and in need of knowing 
Jesus as their Savior. The funds will purchase specialized paper, 
cardstock, braille plates, and equipment, and help to meet training 
and shipping costs to support this endeavor. This project provides 
physical, mental, and spiritual benefits not only to the recipients of 
these materials, but also to all of the faithful, dedicated volunteers 
who produce and distribute God’s Word to the visually impaired. 
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2025–2027 MISSION GRANT NO. 5  
GROWING TOGETHER TO SHARE BRAILLE AND LARGE PRINT 
LUTHERAN BRAILLE WORKERS | $100,000  
PRAYER #1 Lord, we pray for Your special touch on people 
everywhere who are blind or visually impaired, especially those living 
in spiritual darkness. May Your love give us the grace of compassion 
as we empathize with those faced with blindness. Inspired by Your 
wisdom, enable us to extend not just material provisions but gifts of 
time, patience, kindness, and nurturing support that fortifies their 
courage. Open our eyes to see the needs around us and to share the 
gifts that God has given us. In Jesus’ name. Amen  
PRAYER #2  Gracious Father, we know that the eyes are the window 
through which we see the world. Today we pray for the blind and 
visually impaired. Just as Christ opened the eyes of the blind man who 
begged for mercy, we pray that You have mercy on the blind today. 
Increase the light of their souls. Whisper to them words of wisdom 
and direction. Open their eyes with Your divine spirit so they may 
overcome their spiritual blindness. Help them to see again if it be 
Your will and multiply the joy in their lives. In Your name we pray. 
Amen  
PRAYER #3  Heavenly Father, we pray for those who are blind or 
visually impaired. You want all people to know the hope and salvation 
of Jesus Christ that He graciously and freely gives to all. May those 
who suffer visual impairment find comfort in Your loving arms. Ease 
their physical and emotional burdens and pour out Your grace and 
mercy on them. May they know Your unwavering love. In Jesus’ 
name. Amen  
PRAYER #4  Lord, we lift up our voices in praise to thank You for 
the incredible volunteers who dedicate their time and energy to serve 
at Lutheran Braille Workers Ministry Production Centers and events. 
Equip them with courage and strength as they help to produce Bibles 
and other Christian materials. We celebrate these individuals with 
gratitude and joy for all they do. Instill in them a passion for Christ’s 
work, so that they will never become weary or disheartened. Provide 
them with joy and strength as they put their efforts into spreading love 
and God’s word. In Your name we pray. Amen  
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* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

JOYFUL RESPONSE 
JOYFUL Response (e-giving program) is run through VANCO 
and LCEF.  It is now available for use by St. John's members, free 
of charge to you, as long as the money is taken out of your bank 
account (no credit cards).  This account is for General Operating 
offerings only, no designated funds.  The information and 
application to enroll are on St. John's website 
(www.stjohnsladysmith.org).  As the Financial Secretary of St. 
John's, Nancy is the contact person for this program.  An account 
has been set up at LCEF for your offerings to be deposited.  
Nancy will receive a statement when your offering is received at 
LCEF so she can enter it on your St. John's offering account.  If 
you have any questions, please contact 
Nancy. 

ITEMS FOR BULLETINS are due on Tuesday by close of day 
each week (unless indicated otherwise in bulletins due 
to holidays). Newsletter items are due in the office no 
later than close of day on the Tuesday preceding the last 
Sunday of the month.  

E-mail to:  stjohnladysmith@centurylink.net (preferred 
method). 

Don’t forget that LARGE PRINT bulletins and 
newsletters are available for those 
who need them. Contact the office to 
get your name on the list! 
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Men's Bible Study will be on 
Thursday, January 15th & 
29th at 7:00AM at the 
Ladysmith Family 
Restaurant. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

  
Saturday, January 24, 2026 at 10 am – Bible Study – 
“Not The World’s Peace”. 
   All women of St. Johns are invited to attend.  

Copies of the Bible Study are available in 
the LWML mailbox in the lower right 
hand corner of the mailboxes. 

Mites are collected on the third Sunday of each 
month! Simply deposit your donation in the large 
mite box when you come to worship.  These mites 
continue to fund district and national mission 
projects.  Check the LWML bulletin board for 
details on some of those projects.  Please let Amy 

Tousey or Paula Hook know if you have any questions.   

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Birthday Mondays!   
Monday, January 5th at  
11:30 AM at the Ladysmith 
Family Restaurant.  
All are welcome! 

Ladies!  Birthday lunches aren't just for birthdays; of course 
birthdays for the month are celebrated, but also it gives us an 
informal excuse to get together with our sisters in Christ to form 
bonds and friendships.  No invitation needed!   
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Rada Knives 
If you are interested in purchasing Rada Knives, please 
contact Lorraine Flohr at 715-532-5095 
All proceeds go to the St. John's Ladies Aid. 
Orders are processed quickly! They make great Christmas 
and wedding gifts. 

The Next Caring and Sharing Sunday 
is January 11th 

  
This is your opportunity to show you care 

for the hungry in our community by making a donation 
to the Hope Food Pantry or show your concern 

for the hungry children in our community by making 
a donation to the 

Back Pack Program. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 ONGOING 
COLLECTIONS 
¨  Aluminum cans for 

Preschool 

¨ Canceled Stamps (LWML) 

¨ Greeting cards 

¨ Used eye glasses 
¨ Nonprescription sunglasses  
¨ Soft eyeglass cases 

Please, leave only 
aluminum cans!   
We cannot take 
aluminum foil, 
plates, etc.; 
aluminum cans 
only!  Thanks for 
your assistance. 
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 1 Tami Kraft, Jean Seifert 
 2 Andrew Fredrick, Kelli Grotzinger 
 4 Bob Hauser 
 5 Cheri Lee 
 6 Brady Bishop 
 7 Christine Rosolowski 
 10 Janet Witt  
 14 Bjorn Anderson, Amy Baars 
 15 Dallas Zunker 
 19 Gary Drohman 
 20 DeDe Bishop, Mark Grabowski 
 22 Randy Scott 
 24 Luke Harris, Dana Hauser 
 25 Jack Canfield 
 27 Lisa Gleason 
 28 Deb Zillmer 

 5 Katie & Breyen Canfield 
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