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The Coming of Our Lord
“And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we
have seen his glory, glory as the only Son from the Father, full
of grace and truth.” (John 1:14)

This month we will celebrate the birth of our Lord Jesus
Christ. The day is known as Christmas There is so much that
goes on as people celebrate Christmas. Yet, when you truly
understand the birth of Jesus, and Christmas, the day turns into a
day that is priceless.

Jesus, “the Word,” that is, the Son of God, assumed
human nature in the womb of the Blessed Virgin Mary. Jesus
became true Man and true God. He was divine and human,
inseparably joined in one person.

When Jesus took on human flesh, He dwelt among His
people. In fact, God’s glory was manifest in Him throughout His
entire ministry as He taught, performed miracles, and cured
diseases. However, nothing shows His glory more then when He
humbled Himself and submitted to the cross where He died for
all of our sins. He did this so we could be forgiven and have
eternal life. It was all done for us!

How glorious is that! Through Jesus, we have a guarantee
of life everlasting in heaven where everything will be perfect.
The birth of Jesus is part of our salvation a story. A story of
God’s love, mercy, and grace. Amen.

In His service,

Pastor Craig S. Zandi



Saint John's will be helping at the Rusk County
Senior Center the week of Monday January 5™
through Friday January 9™

You would need to arrive at the center around 11:20am.
Duties include: Passing out the silverware, pouring
water into glasses, & handing out cartons of milk

After serving everyone, you get to eat for free!

When everyone is done eating you need to wipe down
the tables. This all takes between 45 minutes to one
hour.

«
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The sign up sheet will be
in the fellowship hall

Notification to Pastor When in the Hospital

There has been some confusion when people check in or
go to the hospital. The hospital will not automatically inform
your church, or pastor, that you are there unless it is specifically
stated in your records. Furthermore, inform your family members
to call your pastor. They can also contact the chaplain’s office at
the hospital and give them the information. Again, don’t assume
the hospital will do it, because they won’t. You must be
proactive to make sure your pastor is informed if you want him to
come see you. Many times people are in the hospital and he has
no idea they are there.



ASSISTING FOR THE MONTH OF DECEMBER
Acolytes: Ushers/Youth
Altar Guild: Sam & Shelley Barg
Finance: Jaclyn Dolan & Tammy Busse

Worship Assistants for December

Wednesday, Dec3 Elder: Tim Dolan
Advent 1

Sunday, Dec 7 Elder: Randy Scott
Greeters:
Ushers: Team 2: Dave Kmosena- Captain,
Terry Schar, Mike Kuchta, Jim Rodd,
Lee Purdy

Wednesday, Dec 10 Elder: Randy Scott
Advent 2

Sunday, Dec 14 Elder: Darrell Kuchta

Caring & Sharing  Greeters: Lee Purdy
Ushers: Team 3: Dennis FlaterCaptain,
Bob Hauser, Kurt Harris

Wednesday, Dec 17 Elder: Tim Dolan
Advent 3

Sunday, Dec 21 Elder: Tim Dolan

Mites In Greeters: Jim Kuchta

Gathering Ushers: Team 4: Chuck Perenchio-Captain,
Sam Barg, Dave Werner, John Monnier,
Gene Zillmer



Wednesday, Dec 24 Elder: Sam Barg

Christmas Eve

Thursday, Dec 25
Christmas Day

Sunday, Dec 28
Stewardship Sunday

Wednesday, Dec 31
New Years Eve

Ushers: Team 1: Dave Scott-Captain,
Dave Kuchta, Jim Kuchta, Dave Thompson,

Stu Pask

Elder: Sam Barg

Ushers: Team 2: Dave Kmosena- Captain,
Terry Schar, Mike Kuchta, Jim Rodd,

Lee Purdy

Elder: Randy Scott

Greeters:

Ushers: Team 3: Dennis Flater-Captain,
Bob Hauser, Alden Hook, Kurt Harris,
Tom Rosolowski

Elder: Sam Barg

Ushers: Team 4: Chuck Perenchio-Captain,
Sam Barg, Dave Werner, John Monnier,
Gene Zillmer

NOISE
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What Luther says:
What Luther says;
In fact, the Incarnation is incomprehensible, says Luther in a
Christmas sermon of 1541 on John 1:1-14

When John says: “The Word was made flesh,” he
excludes the Father and the Holy Spirit, refers to the Son alone
and says: The Word, which was in the beginning, was made flesh,
not the Father and the Holy Spirit; neither the Father nor the Holy
Spirit is Mary’s Son...Now if you ask reason why the Son and
not the Father became man, it will certainly not be able to tell
you; in fact, it turns into a fool in its consideration of the matter.
Listen, then, to what the Holy Spirit tells you through St. John:
The Word became man and suffered, not the Father, etc. How
that is affected you are to believe, not to know and understand,
until the solution appears on the blessed Day of our redemption.

Reason stumbles at this article when it tries to measure
and comprehend it with its wisdom. It says: In the Godhead only
one indivisible Essence exists; how, then, can the middle Person
alone become Man and not all three? | would probably be as
shrewd as any heretic if | wanted to criticize these words: “The
Word was made flesh.” Here one must believe, not see, measure,
or comprehend. (WLS 150)

Jesus’ freedom from original sin is, then, to be ascribed, not to his
mother but to the purifying miracle of the Holy Ghost. Luther
brings this out clearly in an Epiphany sermon (January 6) of 1538
on Matthew 2:1-12.

In our Christian Creed we confess that Christ was
conceived and became man or was incarnate (if I may speak), that



He became a real human being by assuming a body. We confess
that He assumed genuine flesh and blood from the Virgin Mary,
that He did not pass through her as the sun shines through a glass
but her virgin flesh and blood with Him. If this has taken place
only with the cooperation of Mary, the Babe would not have been
pure. But though Mary has been conceived in sin, the Holy Spirit
takes her flesh and blood and purifies them; and thence He creates
the body of the Son of God. This is why it is said that “He was
conceived by the Holy Ghost.” Thus He assumed a genuine body
from His mother Mary, but this body was cleansed from sin by
the Holy Spirit. If this were not the case, we could not be saved.
(WLS 152)

Cookie Sale

DECEMBER 14, 2025

After Church in the fellowship hall

Donations are welcome.

Come let us

help with your
Christmas
baking

Get a variety of Christmas
cookies without all the mess

Help us raise funds to cover local expenses,

The Lutheran Women in Mission at ST. John's would Iike to thank you for your support



Preschool
News

December is finally upon us! We will be busy
spending the whole month learning about Christmas.

Our Bible lessons will focus on Jesus' birth, the
Angels telling the Shepherds, and the Shepherds
coming to worship Jesus.

Our letters will be L, M, & N.

Please join us on December 14th at 9am for our
Christmas Program-Pot Luck to follow!

Our annual Food Drive has begun. If You'd like
to participate, please have all items to school by
December 18th. We are looking for non-perishables,
gift cards, and household items.

Merry Christmas from St. John's Preschoolers!




YOU ARE INIVTED

St. John’s Christian Preschool/St. John’s Sunday School
Christmas Program

Sunday, December 14"

this year’s program will be a part of the 9am
Sunday Moming Worship Service



December 2025

SUN MON THU FRI SAT
1 2 3 Advent 1 4 5 6
Preschool Schedule Preschool Schedule Preschool Schedule 7:00AM Men’s Breakfast & | 5:15PM
8:30-11:30AM Morning 8:30-11:30AM Morning 8:30-11:30AM Morning Bible Study at Ladysmith | Night to
8:30-3:30PM Full day 8:30-3:30PM Full day 8:30-3:30PM Full day Family Restaurant Remember
11:30AM Ladies 9:00-noon Quilters 5:00-5:45PM Advent Supper | Preschool Schedule
Luncheon 6:00PM Advent Service 8:30-11:30AM Morning
4:00PM Church (mandatory confirmation 8:30-3:30PM Full day
decorating Attendance)
Potluck to follow
7 8 9 10 Advent 2 11 12 13
Preschool Schedule Preschool Schedule Preschool Schedule Preschool Schedule 9:00-10:30AM
9:00AM Worship 8:30-11:30AM Morning 8:30-11:30AM Morning 8:30-11:30AM Morning 8:30-11:30AM Morning Sunday School
Bible Study after worship 8:30-3:30PM Full day 8:30-3:30PM Full day 8:30-3:30PM Full day 8:30-3:30PM Full day Practice
0:15-11:15AM Sunday School 9:00-noon Quilters 11:30AM Evangelism/
11:15AM Elders meeting 1:00PM FAP Quilt Guild Stewardship 1Q:OOAM LWML
11:30 AM Ladies Luncheon Bible Study
5:00-5:45PM Advent Supper 11:00AM
6:00PM Advent Service LWML Quarterly
(mandatory confirmation meeting
Attendance)
14 Caring & Sharing 15 16 17 Advent 3 18 19 20
Preschool Schedule 8:30-11:30AM Morning Preschool Schedule 7:00AM Men’s Breakfast & 10:00-noon
8:00AM Finance 8:30-11:30AM Morning 8:30-3:30PM Full day 8:30-11:30AM Morning Bible Study at Ladysmith Crafty Stitchers
9:00AM Worship 8:30-3:30PM Full day 9:00-noon Quilters 8:30-3:30PM Full day Family Restaurant
No Bible Study after worship 6:00PM Council 5:00-5:45PM Advent Supper Preschool Schedule
LWML Cookie Sale 6:00PM Advent Service 8:30-11:30AM Morning
No Sunday School (mandatory confirmation 8:30-3:30PM Full day
Attendance))
Preschool/Sunday School Christmas
Program (during service)
Potluck Brunch following service
21 LWML Mites Ingathering 22 23 24 Christmas Eve 25 Christmas Day 26 27

9:00AM Worship
Bible Study after worship
10:15-11:15AM Sunday School

Preschool Schedule
8:30-11:30AM Morning
8:30-3:30PM Full day

Preschool Schedule
8:30-11:30AM Morning
8:30-11:30PM early release
9:00-noon Quilters

No Preschool

6:00PM Worship

No Preschool

9:00AM Worship +HC

NEWSLETTER ITEMS 11:00-2:00PM Christmas
ARE DUE TODAY Dinner
28 Stewardship Sunday 29 30 31 New Years Eve

9:00AM Worship +HC
Bible Study after worship
No Sunday School

No Preschool This Week

No Preschool This Week

9:00-noon Quilters

No Preschool This Week

6:00PM Worship +HC

Everything is subject to change. Please

check our website

(www.stjohnsladysmith.org), Facebook.
and/or phone the Church office 715-532-

5780.
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Our “keep kids warm tree” will
be ready to be decorated on
December 1.
Please help fill
the tree with
hats, mittens,
scarves and
socks. All items
will be donated
to the five area
schools.

Quilting News

Quilters have been busy since we sent 59
quilts to Lutheran World Relief. We
already have 10 quilts packed and a few
more ready to be sewn and tied.
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Stop and visit the
CPH Resource Center
2 with many new items
for spring.
Come and see all of the
new items that are

available for purchase.
Great gifts for confirmands

% and graduates %

Every book is marked with the purchase
price, which reflects a 20% discount
form the original price

If you see something you’d like to purchase,
place your money in the envelope and drop it in
the box located on the table — make checks
payable to St. John's Lutheran Church

Questions? Reach out to a member of the Board of Christian Education

&
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2025-2027 MISSION GRANT NO. 4
THE PERPETUAL CALL FOR PASTORS AND TEACHERS
LCMS OFFICE OF PASTORAL EDUCATION | $100,000

Set Apart to Serve Encourages Church Work

Set Apart to Serve (SAS) is a Synod-wide program focused on
forming and recruiting full-time church workers. Supplying the
church with workers is one of the highest priorities for The Lu-
theran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS).

SAS is striving to develop a culture where every LCMS congrega-
tion, school, and entity intentionally forms and recruits church
workers among their youth and adults. They are focusing on youth,
second-career, multi-cultural ministry, and international outreach.
Moving forward they will continue testing and refining all focus
areas, form new partnerships, and expand resources available to
congregations, schools, and families.

There are three areas of focus.

First, there has been an increased interest in full-time church work
at the LCMS Youth Gathering, YouthLead, and Higher Things
events. Concordia universities and seminaries are reporting in-
creases in enrollment in church work programs, for the first time in
15 years.

Second, fostering an intentional culture of recruitment and develop-
ing tools to identify second-career candidates is vital to increasing
enrollment in the seminaries.

Finally, the SAS strategies on multi-cultural and international
workers will help bring all to know Jesus Christ.

This $100,000 grant will help the Set Apart to Serve program en-
courage more members to consider church work. It will provide
insight, collaboration, and needed resources to spread the saving
Gospel message to all people.
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2025-2027 MISSION GRANT NO. 4
THE PERPETUAL CALL FOR PASTORS AND TEACHERS
LCMS OFFICE OF PASTORAL EDUCATION | $100,000

PRAYER #1 Dear heavenly Father, we give You thanks for the men and
women who have been called by You to work in Your church to spread
the Gospel. Faithful pastors and commissioned workers preach and teach
the Word of Christ through which the Holy Spirit creates and sustains
saving faith. The number of people training to become pastors and church
workers has historically been declining. Bless the work of Set Apart to
Serve, that through their efforts more people would be encouraged to
serve the church. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen

PRAYER #2 Dear Lord, Set Apart to Serve is focused on encouraging
youth to look to church work as a career choice. Pastors, teachers, DCEs,
parents, and laity all help to guide youth to church work. Make us all
aware of how we can encourage and build the faith of the youth in our
congregations. Bless their participation in Sunday school, Youth Gather-
ings, Higher Things, and YouthLead, and help us to support them as they
gather with other young Christians. We thank You that through these ef-
forts the enrollment at the seminaries and Concordia universities is in-
creasing. In Jesus’ name. Amen

PRAYER #3 Dear Lord, we thank You for the men who were guided to
start a second career as a pastor. Many congregations have been blessed
with pastors who chose church work as their new career. These men and
their families use their life experiences to help minister to their congrega-
tions. Help Set Apart to Serve determine the best ways to motivate and
guide these men in the ministry. Help their local pastor serve as a guide as
they consider a career change. It is through Your guidance that men will
heed Your call to become pastors. In Your name we pray. Amen

PRAYER #4 Dear Father in heaven, bless the efforts of Set Apart to
Serve. They are working diligently to produce resources that will encour-
age pastors and congregations. Bless their collaborations with others
within the synod as they develop programs to encourage church work in
the U.S. and around the world. You have directed us to be Your witnesses
of the saving power of Jesus Christ to others. Guide this program as they
look to raise up more church workers to help spread the Gospel. In Your
name we pray. Amen.
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JOYFUL RESPONSE

JOYFUL Response (e-giving program) is run through VANCO
and LCEF. It is now available for use by St. John's members, free
of charge to you, as long as the money is taken out of your bank
account (no credit cards). This account is for General Operating
offerings only, no designated funds. The information and
application to enroll are on St. John's website
(www.stjohnsladysmith.org). As the Financial Secretary of St.
John's, Nancy is the contact person for this program. An account
has been set up at LCEF for your offerings to be deposited.

Nancy will receive a statement when your offering is received at
LCEF so she can enter it on your St. John's offering account. If
you have any questions, please contact
Nancy.

C )

BRI i i S S A G I i I b i e i I R AR I I I I S S e S S I

Submit Your Informatiop!

ITEMS FOR BULLETINS are due on Tuesday by close of day
each week (unless indicated otherwise in bulletins due
to holidays). Newsletter items are due in the office no
later than close of day on the Tuesday preceding the last
Sunday of the month.

E-mail to: stjohnladysmith@centurylink.net (preferred
method).

Don’t forget that LARGE PRINT bulletins and
newsletters are available for those
who need them. Contact the office to
get your name on the list!

Respect the
Deadline! sz
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\N\\\f Saturday, December 13, 2025 at 10 am — Bible Study
\, — “We Have Received Grace upon Grace”. All
women of St. Johns are invited to attend. Copies of
the Bible Study are available in the
LWML mailbox in the lower right hand
corner of the mailboxes.

VN
. «"
Saturday, December 13, 2025 at 11 am — Meeting -

Womgy s praie SIUDYl

Mites are collected on the third Sunday of each
month! Simply deposit your donation in the large
\\'d . . .
@ \  Mite box when you come to worship. These mites
N\ continue to fund district and national mission

)&
D)
Q projects. Check the LWML bulletin board for

details on some of those projects. Please let Amy
Tousey or Paula Hook know if you have any questions.

B b i S S A G I i I b i e i I R AR I S I S S S S A

) Bible. Men's Bible Study will be on
Study
Thursday, December 4th &
18th at 7:00AM at the
Ladysmith Family
Restaurant.

BRI i S S S I G I i i I b i e i I R AR I I S I S e S S S I

Ladies! Birthday lunches aren't just for birthdays; of course
birthdays for the month are celebrated, but also it gives us an
informal excuse to get together with our sisters in Christ to form
bonds and friendships. No invitation needed!

Birthday Mondays!

Monday, December 1* at
\\/ 11:30 AM at the Ladysmith
Family Restaurant.

o
/ All are welcome!
'V \[) ‘

Women s Fellowship
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The Next Caring and Sharing Sunday
is December 14th

This is your opportunity to show you care
for the hungry in our community by making a donation
to the Hope Food Pantry or show your concern

5\
for the‘hungry childreniin 0;% community by making
a donation to the
Back Pagk Program.

B b S e S I G i i I b i i I R AT I S I S S S S S S A I

Rada Knives
If you are interested in purchasing Rada Knives, please
contact Lorraine Flohr at 715-532-5095
All proceeds go to the St. John's Ladies Aid.
Orders are processed quickly! 7hey make great Christmas

and wedding gifts.
ONGOING
COLLECTIONS Please, leave only
: aluminum cans!
¢ Aluminum cans for
Preschool We cannot take
¢ Canceled Stamps (LWML) aluminum foil,
plates, etc.;

+ Greeting cards )
aluminum cans

only! Thanks for
your assistance.

Used eye glasses
+ Nonprescription sunglasses

+ Soft eyeglass cases

PN
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Jamie Werner

Jim Kuchta, Dave Thompson
Landon Hakes

Sandi Bishop

Cody McCann, Easton Ogurek
Lillian Srmek

Jeanne Glessing

Aspyn Holt, Joanne Phetteplace
Paul Carlson, Ray Woebbeking
Wade Pfalzgraf

Aliyah Basham, Melissa Holman, Ellen Stephenson
Alex Glessing, Irene Stine

2 Dave and Karen Kmosena
22 Jane and Randy Burch
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TRANSLATE GOD'S WORD
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The Bible we use is translated into English from other languages.
"Translate" the verse below using the code.
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Proverbs 3:13
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