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Refreshment for Your Soul
“As the deer pants for flowing streams; so pants my soul for
you, O God. My soul thirsts for God, for the living
God.” (Psalm 42:1-2)
The other day while driving down the road, I saw a
number of deer in fields. In one specific field, there was a whole
herd of deer. What was unusual about these deer was that they
were in a big circle. They were gathered around one circular spot
filled with water. They drank, and drank, and drank. It was
amazing how much water they consumed.
If you really think about it, it wasn’t very long before I
saw these deer; they were in a struggle for their lives. They were
in the midst of winter where the food they needed was scarce.
Furthermore, the water they required was completely frozen.
Every day for them was a struggle. How wonderful it must have
been for them to see bare ground and be able to have a nice
refreshing drink.
I couldn’t help but think of what the Psalmist wrote, “As
the deer pants for flowing streams; so pants my soul for you,
O God. My soul thirsts for God, for the living God.” (Psalm
42:1-2) The Psalmist desired to worship in God’s house, where
God’s presence preserved his life. He didn’t desire any idol made
of metal or wood but desired the Giver of Life. The Psalmist
wanted to be in God’s presence and receive God. He wanted to
receive all the splendor of God because it was only through the
work of God that He was refreshed.
Many times our lives are a struggle too. The Psalmist
calls this the “Valley of Baca [tears].” (Psalm 84:6) What the
Psalmist meant is you don’t have to look very far to see pain in
the world. We battle our sinful flesh. We battle other people’s
sinful flesh. There is sickness, death, aging, financial, and the
many other troubles in this world that bring us sorrow. Even in
good times we wonder what is going to happen next. It happens
to everyone. One minute things are going great and the next
minute things aren’t so well. It’s during those times, and all
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times, we need to be refreshed by our loving and merciful God.
Jesus said, “If anyone thirsts, let him come to me and
drink.” (John 7: 37) Jesus promised believers they would receive
the Holy Spirit after His death. What a great blessing that is to
have a Helper in this world; a Helper that will lead us to living
water. Yet, many people are confused about how the Holy Spirit
does His work.
Jesus gave us the church. He gave us the church so the
Holy Spirit can continually come to us and refresh us. He does it
through preaching, His word, and receiving the Sacraments (Holy
Baptism and the Lord’s Supper). When these gifts are received,
the Holy Spirit can work in our lives and bring the wonderful
message of Jesus Christ crucified for the forgiveness of sins; the
message that continues to refresh and keep believers in the faith
forever.
The truth is, we are the blessed ones; even though there
are times that we don’t feel so blessed. The Gospel of His
redemption is always with us, to renew, refresh, and quench our
thirsty souls. It’s so wonderful, we want all people to hear, to
have, to hold it, and drink of it. All glory be to our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.
In His service,
Pastor Craig S. Zandi
******************************************

Notification of Pastor When in the Hospital
There has been some confusion when people check in or
go to the hospital. The hospital will not automatically inform
your church, or pastor, that you are there unless it is specifically
stated in your records. Furthermore, inform your family members
to call your pastor. They can also contact the chaplain’s office at
the hospital and give them the information. Again, don’t assume
the hospital will do it, because they won’t. You must be
proactive to make sure your pastor is informed if you want him to
come see you. Many times people are in the hospital and he has
no idea they are there.
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ASSISTING FOR THE MONTH OF MAY
Acolytes: Ushers
Altar Guild: Tammy Busse, Donna Howard
And Mary Ann Riegel
Finance: Jim Kuchta & Tom Rosolowski

Worship Assistants for May
Sunday, May 1

Elder: Ray Tousey
Greeters: Lorraine Flohr
Ushers: Team 1: Dave Scott-Captain,
Dave Kuchta, Tom Rosolowski,
Vic Plockelman, Stu Pask

Sunday, May 8
Caring & Sharing

Elder: Randy Scott
Greeters:
Ushers: Team 2: Dave Kmosena- Captain,
Terry Schar, Mike Kuchta, Jim Rodd,
Lee Purdy

Sunday, May 15
LWML
Mites In
Gathering

Elder: Ray Tousey
Greeters: Jim Kuchta
Ushers: Team 3: Dennis Flater-Captain,
Bob Hauser, Alden Hook, Ray Tousey,
Kurt Harris

Sunday, May 22
Stewardship
Sunday

Elder: Sam Barg
Greeters:
Ushers: Team 4: Chuck Perenchio-Captain,
Sam Barg, Dave Werner, John Monnier,
Gene Zillmer

Sunday, May 29

Elder: Sam Barg
Greeters: Pastor & Jan MacLachlan
Ushers: Team 5: Jim Kuchta—Captain,
Gary Drohman, Don Josi, Dave Thompson,
Russ Thompson
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Evangelism/Stewardship
1st quarter (Jan-March)
Love Thy Neighbor
2nd quarter (April-June)
Camp Luther Scholarship
3rd quarter (July-Sept)
Back Pack Program
4th quarter (Oct-Dec)
Care Net Pregnancy Resource Center
A food drive will be held twice a year in Spring and
Fall for the Hope Food Pantry. Watch for details! The
caring/sharing food basket will be available
throughout the year for any items you wish to donate
to the pantry.
Continue to use your designated offering and write
the name of the charity and amount so your
donation will be allocated correctly.

“Jesus Said, “You shall Love your neighbor as
yourself.” (Mark 12:31a)

Evangelism/Stewardship
The food pantry is in need
of dry goods.
Please donate:
Kleenex, paper towels, toilet
paper, laundry soap, soap,
personal care items, etc.
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Well, here we are at the end of the
school year already! It seems that we just
started!
We have finished up with the
alphabet, so we will be reviewing letters
until the end of the year.
We will continue to solidify our
knowledge of colors and shapes.
Our Bible lessons for the month of
May will include:
*Peter and the crippled man
*Philip and the Ethiopian &
*Paul's conversion
We would like to thank all of our
Bible Buddies again this year: Andrea
Wilson, Denise Webster, Sam Barg,
Donna Howard, Shelley Barg, Marie
Perenchio, Diane Rodd, Mary Ann
Riegel, Kelli Grotzinger, Karen Kmosena,
and Mary Scharenbrock.
You are cordially invited to Preschool
Graduation on Wednesday, May 25th at
6:00PM.
Until next Year....!
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What Luther says:
But the Doctor’s love for the Bible was not that of a mere
scholar. Scripture had given him his God and had transformed
his life. That is why he so ardently loved and so zealously
studied it. To Martin Luther the Bible was in a class by itself,
like the Christ it revealed.
Holy Scripture is full of divine gifts and virtues. All the
books of the Gentiles teach nothing whatever about faith, hope,
and charity. In fact, they know nothing about these divine
virtues. They look only at that which lies before them
(praesentia). “Trust, hope in the Lord” (Psalm 42:5)! Even if we
had only the Psalter and Job, we would certainly see my point…
In short, Holy Scripture is the greatest and the divine book, full of
consolations for all trials; for about faith it teaches differently
from what reason can see, about hope differently from what
reason can think, about love differently from what reason can
expect. More than this. It teaches these virtues to shine forth in
days of adversity, for it points to the existence of another life
beyond the miserable one. (WLS p. 109)
______________________________
Without His effect of the Law on a man Christ will never
mean anything to him as a Savior. And so the Law, so different
from the Gospel, helps to achieve its (the Gospel’s) purpose of
bringing man to a recognition of his Redeemer (Galatians 3:24).
Luther speaks of this in his exposition of Galatians 3:21 in 1531
(ed. 1535-38).
He who has not tasted the bitter does not remember the
sweet; and hunger is the best cook. Therefore as the dry ground
thirsts for rain, so the Law makes troubled hearts thirst for Christ.
To them Christ tastes very sweet; to them He is joy, Consolation,
and Life. Then men begin properly to appreciate Christ and His
office. Therefore this is the best use of the Law, when a man can
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so use it as to humble himself and make himself thirst for Christ.
For Christ calls for thirsty souls, whom He most affectionately
invites when He says: “Come unto Me, all ye that labor and are
heavy laden, and I will give you rest” (Matthew 11:28)…To the
poor He preaches glad tidings; to the thirsty He gives drink. “If
any man thirst,” says He, “Let him come unto Me and drink (John
7:37). (WLS p. 758, 759)
******************************************
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May 2022
SUN

MON

TUE

WED

THU

FRI

SAT

Everything is subject to change. Please check our website (www.stjohnsladysmith.org)
and/or phone the Church office 715-532-5780.
1
9:00AM Worship
Bible Study after worship
10:15-11:15AM Sunday School
11:15AM Elder meeting

2
8:30-11:30 Preschool

3
8:30-11:30 Preschool

11:30AM Ladies Birthday
lunches

6:00PM BOCE/YM

8 Caring and Sharing
Confirmation Sunday
8:00AM Finance
9:00AM Worship +HC
Bible Study after worship
10:15-11:15AM Sunday School

9
8:30-11:30 Preschool

10
8:30-11:30 Preschool

4
8:30-11:30 Preschool

5
8:30-11:30 Preschool

6

7

11
8:30-11:30 Preschool

12
7:00AM Men’s Breakfast &
Bible Study at Ladysmith
Family Restaurant

13

14

11:30AM
Evangelism/Stewardship

10:00AM LWML
Bible Study
11:00AM LWML
Meeting

8:30-11:30 Preschool
1:00PM Ladies Group

15 LWML Mites Ingathering
9:00AM Worship
Bible Study after worship
10:15-11:15AM Sunday School
10:15-11:15AM Youth Group
Meeting

16
8:30-11:30 Preschool

18
8:30-11:30 Preschool

19
8:30-11:30 Preschool

20

21
10:00-noon
Crafty Stitchers

24
8:30-11:30 Preschool

25
8:30-11:30 Preschool

27

28

NEWSLETTER ITEMS
ARE DUE TODAY

6:00PM Preschool
Graduation

26
7:00AM Men’s Breakfast &
Bible Study at Ladysmith
Family Restaurant

17
8:30-11:30 Preschool
1:00PM Flambeau Area
Piecemakers Quilt Guild

6:00PM Council
22 Stewardship Sunday
9:00AM Worship +HC
Bible Study after worship
10:15-11:15AM Sunday School
(Last day of Sunday School)

29
9:00AM Worship
Bible Study after worship

23
8:30-11:30 Preschool

30 Memorial Day
Office Closed

31

8:30-11:30 Preschool
(Last Day)
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JOYFUL RESPONSE
JOYFUL Response (e-giving program) is run through VANCO
and LCEF. It is now available for use by St. John's members, free
of charge to you, as long as the money is taken out of your bank
account (no credit cards). This account is for General Operating
offerings only, no designated funds. The information and
application to enroll are on St. John's website
(www.stjohnsladysmith.org). As the Financial Secretary of St.
John's, Nancy is the contact person for this program. An account
has been set up at LCEF for your offerings to be deposited.
Nancy will receive a statement when your offering is received at
LCEF so she can enter it on your St. John's offering account. If
you have any questions, please contact Nancy.

******************************************

Altar Guild
Kim Grabowski has been asked to be in charge of the Altar Guild.
As of now, we are on the same schedule as last year. We are in
need of more volunteers to help. It only takes a little time each
week to set up the altar. If you are willing to help, please see
Kim or Pastor. Thanks
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LWML is 80 years old
in 2022. In honor of
this anniversary
the ladies of St. John’s
LWML, with help of all the members of St.
John’s, would like to donate 80 school kits to the Lutheran World
Relief. We will be collecting items for these kits each month.
Then sewing backpacks on a workday to be announced. We will
have a second workday to pack the bags. If we collect items that
cannot be used in the LWR School Kit, they will be donated to
local schools.
Items to be included IN EACH SCHOOL KIT
FOUR 70-sheet notebooks of wide- or college-ruled paper,
approximately 8” x 10 ½”; no loose leaf paper
ONE 30-centimeter ruler, or a ruler with centimeters on one
side and inches on the other
ONE pencil sharpener
ONE pair of blunt scissors (safety scissors with embedded
steel blades work well)
FIVE unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers; secure together
with a rubber band
FIVE black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel ink); secure
together with a rubber band
ONE box of 16 or 24 crayons
ONE 2 ½” eraser
ONE sturdy drawstring backpack-style cloth bag, approximately
14” x 17” with shoulder straps (no standard backpacks)
• Please give new items only.
• Please do not donate items with any religious symbols,
messages or your group’s name.
• Please do not donate any items decorated with a U.S. flag,
patriotic or military symbols, or references to the armed forces,
including camouflage.
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Saturday, May 14, 2022 10:00AM ladies Bible
Study. " Balancing Life's Challenges" is found on
page 18 of the Spring issue of the Lutheran
Women's Quarterly, or copies
can be found in Paula's mailbox.
Saturday, May 14, 2022 11:00AM LWML
meeting

******************************************

Ladies! Birthday lunches aren't just for birthdays; of
course birthdays for the month are celebrated, but also it
gives us an informal excuse
Birthday Mondays!
to get together with our
Monday, May 2nd at 11:30
sisters in Christ to form bonds a.m. at the Ladysmith
and friendships.
Family
No invitation needed!
Restaurant.
All are

welcome!
******************************************

Men's Bible Study will be on
Thursday, May 12th & 26th;
7:00AM at the Ladysmith
Family Restaurant.

******************************************

It’s time for “Greeter” Sign-up
There will be a sign-up calendar for “greeters” in the fellowship
hall. This is your chance to pick your dates. The sign-up sheet
will only be available for a couple weeks, after that time,
Sundays will be assigned.

21

The Next Caring and Sharing Sunday
is May 8th
This is your opportunity to show you care
for the hungry in our community by making a donation
to the Hope Food Pantry or show your concern
for the hungry children in our community by making
a donation to the
Back Pack Program.

******************************************

Mites are collected on the third Sunday of each
month! Simply deposit your donation in the large
mite box when you come to worship. These mites
continue to fund district and national mission
projects. Check the LWML bulletin board for details on some of
those projects. Please let Amy Tousey or Paula Hook know if
you have any questions.
******************************************

Rada Knives
If you are interested in purchasing Rada Knives, please
contact Lorraine Flohr at 715-532-5095
All proceeds go to the St. John's Ladies Aid.
Orders are processed quickly!They make great Christmas

and wedding gifts.
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ONGOING
COLLECTIONS
¨

Aluminum cans for
Preschool

¨

Canceled Stamps (LWML)

¨

Greeting cards

¨

Used eye glasses

Please, leave only
aluminum cans! We
cannot take aluminum
foil, plates, etc.;
aluminum cans only!
Thanks for your
assistance.

ITEMS FOR BULLETINS are due on Tuesday by close of
day each week (unless indicated otherwise in
bulletins due to holidays). Newsletter items are due
in the office no later than close of day on the Tuesday
preceding the last Sunday of the month.
E-mail to: stjohnladysmith@centurylink.net
(preferred method).
Don’t forget that LARGE PRINT
bulletins and newsletters are available
for those who need them. Contact the
office to get your name on the list!
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1
2
3
4
6
9
10
12
13
15
19
20
25
26
27
28
29

Karen Kmosena
Dalton Thompson
Tammy Busse, Tim Dolan
Debbie Flater
Paula Hook, Gil Johnson
McKenzie Wilson
Mike Kuchta
Marie Perenchio, Marty Shimko
Kristin Flater
Bonnie Tatro
Ernie Mogensen, Jordan Pask
Kim Skabroud
Lee Purdy
Wyatt Blomberg, Ethel Diederich, Bill Myers
Maria Basham, Lucille Bernard
Matt Boehmer, Chris Kibellus, Josh Zandi
Clara Basham

1
4
11
13
19
26
28
31

Lisa & Don Gleason
Jason & Meagan Balko
Travis & Melissa Hilliard
Tom & Kathy Silvernale
Roberta & Joe Baye
Bob & Rachel Hauser
Vic & Bonnie Plockelman
Gil & Jean Johnson
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