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Share God’s Love 
“Go to the ant, O sluggard; consider her ways, and be wise.” 

Proverbs 6:6 
  
 In Aesop’s fable there was an ant that was living off the 
grain that he had stored for himself during the summer.  A cricket 
came to the ant and asked him to share some of the grain.  The 
ant said to the cricket, “And what were you doing all summer 
long, since you weren’t gathering grain to eat?”  The cricket said, 
“Because I was busy singing I didn’t have time for the harvest.”  
The ant laughed at the cricket and told him, “Since you sang like 
a fool in the summer, you better be prepared to dance the winter 
away.”  
 Likewise the same lesson was taught in Proverbs (6:6).  
Solomon wrote, “Go to the ant, O sluggard; consider her 
ways, and be wise.”  What Solomon was speaking about, with 
the help of the Holy Spirit, is that the harvester ant, common in 
Israel, gathers grain to her nests for winter.  Solomon directs the 
lazy, idle, and sluggard man to the example of an ant to be 
ambitious and prepared. 
 Jesus also had this to say about being prepared, “The 
light is among you for a little while longer.  Walk while you 
have the light, lest darkness overtakes you.  The one who 
walks in darkness does not know where he is going.” (John 
12:35)  In other words, believing in Jesus is a matter of utmost 
urgency.  Furthermore Jesus said, “But lay up for yourselves 
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys 
and where thieves do not break and steal.” (Matthew 6:20)  
Again, what Jesus was speaking about is the most important thing 
is eternal life. 
 We are to give thought to the present life, but also 
(especially), to the hereafter.  We cannot by our own reason or 
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strength, believe, or come to Jesus Christ.  None of our worries, 
works, or efforts can earn us heaven.  Jesus has done it all with 
His perfect life and death on the cross.  He has secured our future 
by dying on the cross and rising from the tomb.  He opened 
paradise to all who believe in Him.  The message of Jesus Christ 
needs to be heard!  Word and sacraments need to be used.  There 
is urgency.  It all needs to happen now while there is still time, 
because when Jesus returns again, or a person dies, it will be too 
late for those who don’t believe. 
 Because of Jesus, we are not self centered.  We want those 
who know, and don’t know Jesus to hear about Him.  When 
burdens are too heavy for a single ant, other ants help out.  That is 
what God’s people do!  They are all members of Christ’s body, 
the church.  Paul said, “Carry each other’s burdens, and in this 
way you will fulfill the law of Christ.” (Galatians 6:2)  The law 
of Christ is love.  In love, God’s children work for what’s best for 
the church (Christ’s body).  When we love others, we want to 
help them!  We want to love them by sharing the great blessings 
that God has given us!  Amen. 
 
In His Service, 
 
Pastor Craig S. Zandi 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Notification of Pastor When in the Hospital 
  
 There has been some confusion when people check in or 
go to the hospital.  The hospital will not automatically inform 
your church, or pastor, that you are there unless it is specifically 
stated in your records.  Furthermore, inform your family members 
to call your pastor.  They can also contact the chaplain’s office at 
the hospital and give them the information.  Again, don’t assume 
the hospital will do it, because they won’t.  You must be 
proactive to make sure your pastor is informed if you want him to 
come see you.   Many times people are in the hospital and he has 
no idea they are there. 
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ASSISTING FOR THE MONTH OF MARCH 
Acolytes:  Ushers 

Altar Guild:  Tom & Nancy Rosolowski 
Finance:  Jackie Dolan & Tammy Busse 

 
Worship Assistants for March  

 
Wednesday, Mar 1 Elder:  Ray Tousey 
Lent 1   
Sunday, Mar 5 Elder:  Ray Tousey 
   Greeters:  Judy & DeDe Bishop 
   Ushers:  Team 4:  Chuck Perenchio-Captain,  
   Sam Barg, Dave Werner, John Monnier,  
   Gene Zillmer 

Wednesday, Mar 8 Elder:  Tim Dolan 
Lent 2   
 
Sunday, Mar 12 Elder:  Tim Dolan 
Caring & Sharing       Greeters:  Dianne & Don Josi 
   Ushers:  Team 5:  Jim Kuchta-Captain,  
   Gary Drohman, Don Josi, Dave Thompson,  
   Russ Thompson 
 
Wednesday, Mar 15 Elder:  Tom Rosolowski 
Lent 3   
 
Sunday, Mar 19 Elder:  Tom Rosolowski 
LWML   Greeters:  Dave & Karen Kmosena 
Mites In  Ushers:  Team 1:  Dave Scott-Captain, Dave 
Gathering Kuchta,  Tom Rosolowski, Vic Plockelman,  
 Stu Pask 
 
Wednesday, Mar 22 Elder:  Ray Tousey 
Lent 4   
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Men's Bible Study will be on 
Thursday, March 9th & 23rd; 

7:00AM at the Ladysmith 
Family Restaurant. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Ladies!  Birthday lunches aren't just for birthdays; of 
course birthdays for the month are celebrated, but also it 
gives us an informal excuse to get together with our 
sisters in Christ to form bonds and friendships.   
No invitation needed!   
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 
Sunday, Mar 26 Elder:  Tim Dolan 
 Stewardship  Greeters:  Janice Zandi 
  Ushers:  Team 2:  Dave Kmosena- Captain, 
  Terry Schar, Mike Kuchta, Jim Rodd,  
 Lee Purdy 
 
Wednesday, Mar 29 Elder:  Tim Dolan 
Lent 5   
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What Luther says: 
Doctor Martin Luther speaks of the broad implications in the 
expression “Christ is the Light of the World.” 
 These words deal blows that are really crushing to the 
light of reason, free will, human powers, etc.  He says in effect:  
All people who are without Christ lack life before God are dead 
and doomed.  How indeed can they be expected to have life when 
they not only walk in darkness but are in darkness itself?  
Therefore John excludes and dismisses all other creatures, speaks 
only of human beings, all of whom are in the darkness, and says 
that the Light came to men in order to illuminate them.  
Therefore Isaiah calls Christ a Light to the Gentiles (Chapters 42, 
49, 60); and Zacharias, John the Baptist’s father, joyfully sings 
the Benedictus:  He appeared “to them that sit in the darkness and 
in the shadow of death” (Luke 1:79); and Christ calls Himself 
“the Light of the world,” John 8:12 and 12:35. (WLS p. 186) 
________________________________________________ 
 
But this light not only shows the way to salvation, it is that Way.  
In the exercise of His prophetic office our Lord not only directs 
us to salvation but also proclaims Himself as the salvation.  Thus 
in John 14:6, when Luther comes to the passage is his exposition 
of St. John, “he pulls all the stops.” 
 Beware of shameful and misleading talk and deception 
which hold Christ to you as only a Teacher of good works, as 
though He had taught and showed us nothing than how we are to 
live and what we are to do.  For in that event He could not be 
called the Way; but then He would be no more than a cross or the 
image of a martyr along the way, which, to be sure, shows us 
where the way is or how we are to go but does itself neither lead 
nor carry us.  For although Christ does indeed teach and show 
how we are to live and follow after Him, how He acted and went 
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His way, this would be far from actually doing it and going the 
way.  To be sure, the example is precious but far too high for us; 
we cannot follow Him of ourselves. 
…It is as if I were to come to some river bank where roads and 
highways end.  I see nothing but water before me and am unable 
to get across.  Nor dare I venture to go forward unless I have a 
firm, reliable path or bridge or someone to take me across.  There 
it would not help me if someone were to point out to me the goal 
which I must maintain…So here, too:  If I am to get from this life 
into yonder life through death, more is required than our living 
and doing, however good these may be.  For I and the works and 
efforts of all human beings are far too weak to help me atone for 
sin, reconcile God, overcome death, etc.  That is why I must be 
different, firm foundation, or a solid and certain path and bridge 
to carry me over.  Now this is only Jesus Christ.  He alone is to be 
the Way by which we get safely into yonder life and come to the 
Father, as He says.  (WLS p187)
___________________________________________ 
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 How did this school year 
come upon March already? 
 We have been really busy 
practicing our songs for church 
on April 2nd.  You will definitely 
want to hear us! 
 For the month of March, 
our Bible lessons will focus on 
some of Jesus' miracles-healing 
a blind man, healing a deaf man, 
raising Lazarus, and then His 
dying on the cross for our sins. 
 Our themes for the month 
will be Birds, Authors, and 
Spring.  We will also get a week 
for spring break in there too!  
We will also be finishing up with 
the alphabet. 
 We continue to work on 
writing our names, colors, 
shapes, numbers, and sharing. 
 We really enjoy our visits 
from our Bible Buddies.  Thank 
you for brightening up their day 
with your visit! 
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Retired Members:  Join us for a witness workshop. 
Thursday, March 9th, 2023 

9:00AM-2:00PM in the Fellowship Hall 
RSVP to Invite in your mailbox-Lunch will be served 
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The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 

Newsletter Article – March 2023 
 

Lenten Discipline: Denying the Self 
We are at the beginning of Lent. During the Lenten season, the 
church calls to our attention the sufficiency of what God gives. It 
points to the sufficiency of God’s grace in the atoning work of 
Jesus. It shows us the sufficiency of faith in Jesus’ work for us. It 
makes known the sufficiency of God’s Word in faith and life. 
 
But Lent doesn’t just remind us of the sufficiency of God’s 
spiritual gifts — the gifts that pertain to our redemption and 
salvation. Lent also reminds us of the sufficiency of the physical, 
temporal gifts of God which pertain to this body and life. In other 
words, it reminds us of the importance of godly contentment and 
of outward discipline and training of the body. 
 
This outward training of the body teaches us not to give in to 
every desire of our flesh, but to learn to say no to them. And it 
does this in such a way that if you fail, it is no sin. It is a way to 
practice without putting yourself into a compromising situation. 
 
Fasting is a good example of this outward training. When you 
fast, you are practicing saying no to the desires of your body. But 
if you fail in this, if you break your fast, you have not sinned. But 
you have learned something about how your flesh works, how 
difficult it is to fight against it, and how you need help from 
above to discipline the desires of your body. 
 
Another example is alms giving. An increase in giving to the 
church and its mission during Lent is also a form of outward 
training. We all know that our flesh finds security in money and 
stuff. By committing to give more to the church, you are training 
your flesh. You are, by this outward discipline, training yourself 
to be content with what God gives. You are practicing saying 
“no” to your desires. Again, if you fail, you have not sinned. But 

Stewardship Ministry 
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you’ve learned just how powerful your flesh is — it leads you 
instead of you leading it. You’ve learned how you need help from 
above in being content with what God gives. 
 
This is why St. Paul instructs young Pastor Timothy in this way: 
But godliness with contentment is great gain, for we brought 
nothing into the world, and we cannot take anything out of the 
world. But if we have food and clothing, with these we will be 
content. But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation, into 
a snare, into many senseless and harmful desires that plunge 
people into ruin and destruction. For the love of money is a root 
of all kinds of evils. It is through this craving that some have 
wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many 
pangs. (1 Tim. 6:6–10) 
 
Our sufficiency is not of ourselves; it is in God. Let us learn this 
without sin by training our flesh this Lenten season. 

Actions Speak Louder Than Words Think 
about your friends. Some are Christians, 
but perhaps many are not. Do you think 

about their eternities? Will they be in 
Heaven with you? Look back at those 

questions the Apostle Paul asked. Can you 
answer them? How can they hear? Maybe 
you're the one God is asking to "preach" to 
them. Pretty scary, huh? And not just for 
you! If you started "preaching" you might 

see them running in the other direction! 
 
A place to start "preaching" to your friend, top those you want to 
see in Heaven someday, is with your actions, with the way you 
live, the words you speak, or refrain from speaking. As the light 
of Jesus is reflected through you (Matthew 5:16) those around you 
may start asking you questions. 

A historical item from past bulletins  



March 2023 
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

Everything is subject to change.  Please check our 
website (www.stjohnsladysmith.org), Facebook. 
and/or phone the Church office 715-532-5780. 
 

1 
8:30-11:30AM Preschool 
 
6:00PM Service 
Confirmation students 
mandatory attendance 
 

2 
8:30-11:30AM Preschool 
 
12:00-6:00PM 
American Red Cross 

3 
 

4 

5  
9:00AM Worship  
Bible Study after worship 
10:15-11:15AM  Sunday School  
11:15 Elder meeting 
  
 

6 
8:30-11:30AM Preschool 
 
11:30AM Ladies Birthday 
               Luncheon 
 

7 
8:30-11:30AM Preschool 
 
6:00PM BOCE/YM 
 

8 
8:30-11:30AM Preschool 
 
11:30AM     
      Evangelism/Stewardship 
 
1:00PM Ladies Group 
 
6:00PM Service 
Confirmation students 
mandatory attendance 
 

9 
7:00AM Men’s Breakfast &    
      Bible Study at Ladysmith 
      Family Restaurant + 
 
8:30-11:30AM Preschool 
 
9:00-2:00PM Everyone His 
                          Witness 
 
 

10 11 
10:00AM  LWML  
            Bible Study  
 

Don’t forget to 
change your 

clocks to daylight 
savings 

 
12 Caring and Sharing 
8:00AM Finance 
9:00AM Worship +HC  
                     (Youth Acolyte) 
Bible Study after worship 
10:15-11:15AM  Sunday School  

13 
No  Preschool 
 
 

14 
No  Preschool 
 
 

15 
No  Preschool 
 
6:00PM Service 
Confirmation students 
mandatory attendance 
 

16 
No  Preschool 
 
 

17 
 

18 
10:00AM-noon 
Crafty Stitchers 
 
 

19 LWML Mites Ingathering 
9:00AM Worship  
Bible Study after worship 
10:15-11:15AM  Sunday School  
 
 

20 
8:30-11:30AM Preschool 
 
 

21 
8:30-11:30AM Preschool 
 
1:00PM FAP Quilt Guild 
 
6:00PM  Council 
 
NEWSLETTER ITEMS 
ARE DUE TODAY 
 

22  
8:30-11:30AM Preschool 
 
 
6:00PM Service 
Confirmation students 
mandatory attendance 
 

23 
7:00AM Men’s Breakfast &    
      Bible Study at Ladysmith 
      Family Restaurant  
 
8:30-11:30AM Preschool 
 

24 
 

25 
 

26     Stewardship Sunday 
9:00AM Worship +HC 
                     (Youth Acolyte) 
Bible Study after worship 
10:15-11:15AM  Sunday School  
  

27 
8:30-11:30AM Preschool 
 

28 
8:30-11:30AM Preschool 
 
 
 

29 
8:30-11:30AM Preschool 
 
 
6:00PM Service 
Confirmation students 
mandatory attendance 
 

30 
8:30-11:30AM Preschool 
 

31  
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LENTEN WORSHIP 2023-PROMISED TREASURE- MATTHEW 13:52 
This Lenten season, we have a fresh opportunity to embrace God’s 
amazing love for us, His baptized children, in new ways. St. Paul 
clearly says that “faith comes from hearing” (Romans 10:17), but the 
Gospel is also communicated through the physical senses of sight, 
smell, touch, and taste. Jesus mentions that a good teacher not only 
brings out new treasures but reminds people of old and rich treasures 
as well (see Matthew 13:52). So each Wednesday in Lent, we will 
take a weekly journey to concretely see, smell, touch, and taste a 
number of biblical elements. Our Lenten series is called Promised 
Treasures. Just as Israel wandered through the wilderness under 
Moses for forty years, awaiting the Promised Land, we await heaven 
in the wilderness of this life. Life as exiles in the wilderness of this 
world is not easy and pain-free. In this vale of tears, we await our 
real home, the new promised land of heaven. Until we enter our 
eternal promised land, however, the Lord calls us to be His light in 
this dark world (see Colossians 3; Ephesians 4). This series will 
begin with ashes, then proceed to salt, water, light, bread, and 
finally, palms. Then, during Holy Week, the focus shifts toward 
water and blood, wood, fragrant oil, and finally, on Easter, milk and 
honey. All these beautiful Old and New Testament elements will 
remind you of God’s eternal love in Christ, fill you with renewed 
hope, and increase your joy, knowing that because we are His 
baptized children, God is near to us now more than ever. 

MIDWEEK OF LENT 1- MARCH 1, 2023 - SALT: THE GIFT THAT 
SWEETENS AND PRESERVES 

You are God’s own dear child, baptized, washed, and salted in 
Christ. This Lenten walk reminds us that Jesus died on Calvary’s 
cross to vaccinate us completely from sin’s power and eternal death. 
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God is not distant from you but very near. He comes to deliver you 
and preserve you amid all your troubles. He is close to the 
brokenhearted and saves those who are crushed in spirit. 

MIDWEEK OF LENT 2- MARCH 8, 2023-WATER GIVES YOU LIFE 
Water circulates throughout Scripture to wash, cleanse, flood, and 
reshape. Like a potter, your heavenly Father remodels you every day, 
conforming you more closely to the image of His Son, Jesus. As a 
baptized child of God, you will grow to appreciate through the 
example of daily washings how rich an inheritance is given to you by 
the water and the Word in Holy Baptism. 

MIDWEEK OF LENT 3- MARCH 15, 2023- LIGHT SHINING IN THE 
DARKNESS 

Jesus Christ is the light of the world, who enlightens all who believe 
in Him. His light dispels sin and darkness and fills you with so much 
light and joy that you truly reflect His light to the world. Although 
God’s Word exposes all your sin (see Hebrews 4:12), in Jesus Christ, 
you are forgiven. As His baptized child, you now walk as a child of 
the light (see Ephesians 5:8), reflecting His light to others. 

MIDWEEK OF LENT 4- MARCH 22, 2023-BREAD OF LIFE 
Jesus is the true bread of life given by the Father to us. In Him, and 
only in Him, is life forgiven, meaningful, renewed, and satisfied. 
Crave and desire the bread of life, Jesus Christ, who the Father has 
sent to feed the world. In Jesus Christ, you have all that you need 
every day and for eternal life. 

MIDWEEK OF LENT 5- MARCH 29, 2023- PALMS AND VICTORY 
Christians remain joyful and hope-filled even though life 
circumstances may change. All of God’s people remain victorious 
even amidst pain, adversity, trials, sin, and death. This is why palms 
are at the forefront for all the people of God. The Christian remains 
hopeful even when life, trouble, and circumstances declare 
something opposite. The ultimate victory in Christ encourages all 
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Christians to remain strong even when sin, death, and trial oppose 
you. 

HOLY (MAUNDY) THURSDAY-APRIL 6, 2023- WATER AND BLOOD 
Jesus was baptized into death through water and blood, and on this 
night, we celebrate receiving the testament which our Lord 
inaugurated in the Lord’s Supper. God’s people appreciate why both 
water and blood poured out of Jesus’ side when He died on the cross 
and how they still pour out to us now in His forgiving sacraments. 

GOOD FRIDAY- APRIL 7, 2023-THE OLD RUGGED, WOODEN 
CROSS 

The wood of Jesus’ cross brings peace, forgiveness, and salvation. 
By it, the lives of Christians are rescued, sweetened, and lightened. 

EASTER SUNDAY-APRIL 9, 2023- WELCOME TO THE PROMISED 
LAND OF MILK AND HONEY 

As Joshua led the people of Israel across the Jordan River and into 
the Promised Land, so Jesus crossed the river of death by His death 
and resurrection and leads us to the promised land of heaven, which 
will never end. Although the promised land of heaven is not ours in 
its fullness yet, heaven still meets earth because Jesus Christ has 
risen from the dead. 
_______________________________________________ 
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Rada Knives 
If you are interested in purchasing Rada Knives, please 
contact Lorraine Flohr at 715-532-5095 
All proceeds go to the St. John's Ladies Aid. 
Orders are processed quickly!They make great Christmas 
and wedding gifts. 

The Next Caring and Sharing Sunday 
is March 12th 

  
This is your opportunity to show you care 

for the hungry in our community by making a donation 
to the Hope Food Pantry or show your concern 

for the hungry children in our community by making 
a donation to the 

Back Pack Program. 

Mites are collected on the third Sunday of each 
month! Simply deposit your donation in the large 
mite box when you come to worship.  These mites 
continue to fund district and national mission 

projects.  Check the LWML bulletin board for details on some of 
those projects.  Please let Amy Tousey or Paula Hook know if 
you have any questions.   

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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Saturday, March 11, 2023 10AM, LWML Bible Study, 
"Covered by God's Grace"  All the women of the 
congregation are invited to attend. 

If you would like a copy of the Bible study it is 
found in the LWML mailbox.  The LWML 
mailbox is located in the lower right hand corner 
of the mailboxes. 

. 
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Please, leave only 
aluminum cans!   We 
cannot take aluminum 
foil, plates, etc.; 
aluminum cans only!  
Thanks for your 
assistance. 

 ONGOING 
COLLECTIONS 
¨  Aluminum cans for 

Preschool 

¨ Canceled Stamps (LWML) 

¨ Greeting cards 

¨ Used eye glasses 
¨ Soft eyeglass cases 

ITEMS FOR BULLETINS are due on Tuesday by close of 
day each week (unless indicated otherwise in 
bulletins due to holidays). Newsletter items are due 
in the office no later than close of day on the Tuesday 
preceding the last Sunday of the month.  

E-mail to:  stjohnladysmith@centurylink.net 
(preferred method). 

Don’t forget that LARGE PRINT 
bulletins and newsletters are available 
for those who need them. Contact the 
office to get your name on the list! 



 

 23 

  1 Shane & Sandi Bishop 
 31 Kelley & Josh Stout 

    6 Kimberly Hakes,  Donna Howard,  Rhett Stout 
 10 Marj Scott 
 13 Eunice Yurko 
 14 Kasey Skabroud, Lauren Wilson 
 15 Barbara Mogensen 
 18 Harold Elton, Tony Tousey 
 19 Judy Bishop, Mary Ann Riegel 
 20 Nick Wilson 
 22 Helga Engelbrecht 
 23 Brent Bernard, Baylee Doud 
 25 Carol Carlstrom, Kathryn Kibellus, Kathleen Reeves 
 27 Ryan Monnier, Bridgit Zehner 
 29 Bailee Hahn, John Monnier, Mark Riegel,  
  Rev. Craig Zandi 
 31 Betty Balz, Dennis Flater 
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