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Fear Not

“Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that
will be for all people.” Luke 2:10

What lies ahead for you in 2023? That’s certainly a very
large question that we ponder every time a new year begins. |
suppose in every period of history people said they were in some
real interesting times. It’s kind of worrisome isn’t it? What lies
ahead? What’s going to happen with our health, our families,
relationships, politics, economics or whatever concern you might
have. After all, one phone call, one incident, and life can
drastically change.

During the season of Advent and Christmas we heard the
message of an angel that spoke to the shepherds saying, “Fear
not, for behold I bring you good news of great joy that will be
for all people.” What the angel was saying is fear not, don’t
worry; the future is in God’s hands. It’s going to be O.K, because
a Savior is going to be born. This Savior, through living a perfect
life (keeping the law), His suffering and death, and His glorious
resurrection will be with you!

As brothers and sisters in Christ, we can, without any
doubt, know that whatever happens in our life, our Lord Jesus
Christ will be with us. Think of what that means! God’s Son!
The Second Person of the Holy Trinity will be with us no matter
what happens in the world! He won’t leave us! He won’t depart
fromus! In fact, Jesus says in the last chapter of Matthew, He
“will be with you always to the end of the age.” (Matthew
28:20)

You are saved from whatever the world throws at you!
Sure, times might get rough, things might not feel so great, but
you have the assurance of being God’s children forever. Jesus



said, “I give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and
no one will snatch them out of my hand.” (John 10:28) The
Apostle Paul wrote, “For I am sure that nether death nor life,
nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come,
nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in
Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 8:38, 39)

No matter how uncertain the world is, we as children of
God, carry on into a certain future that is blessed by our Lord
Jesus Christ. Yes, no matter what the world throws at you, you
are blessed forever. Amen.

Blessings,

Pastor Craig S. Zandi
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Notification of Pastor When in the Hospital

There has been some confusion when people check in or
go to the hospital. The hospital will not automatically inform
your church, or pastor, that you are there unless it is specifically
stated in your records. Furthermore, inform your family members
to call your pastor. They can also contact the chaplain’s office at
the hospital and give them the information. Again, don’t assume
the hospital will do it, because they won’t. You must be
proactive to make sure your pastor is informed if you want him to
come see you. Many times people are in the hospital and he has
no idea they are there.



ASSISTING FOR THE MONTH OF JANUARY

Acolytes: Ushers

Altar Guild: Dave & Jamie Werner
Finance: Judy Bishop & Karen Kmosena

Worship Assistants for January

Sunday, Jan 1

Sunday, Jan 8
Caring & Sharing

Sunday, Jan 15
LWML
Mites In

Gathering

Sunday, Jan 22
Stewardship

Sunday, Jan 29

Elder: Ray Tousey

Greeters:

Ushers: Team 4: Chuck Perenchio-Captain,
Sam Barg, Dave Werner, John Monnier,
Gene Zillmer

Elder: Randy Scott

Greeters:

Ushers: Team 5: Jim Kuchta-Captain,
Gary Drohman, Don Josi, Dave Thompson,
Russ Thompson

Elder: Randy Scott

Greeters:

Ushers: Team 1: Dave Scott-Captain, Dave
Kuchta, Tom Rosolowski, Vic Plockelman,
Stu Pask

Elder: Tim Dolan

Greeters:

Ushers: Team 2: Dave Kmosena- Captain,
Terry Schar, Mike Kuchta, Jim Rodd,

Lee Purdy

Elder: Sam Barg
Greeters:

Ushers: Team 3: Dennis Flater Captain,
Bob Hauser, Alden Hook, Ray Tousey,
Kurt Harris



What Luther says:
In someone’s book, probably a copy of the Bible, Luther once
wrote the following comment on John 10:28.

Let Him see and care where my soul will stay who has so
faithfully provided for me that He has sacrificed His life in order
to redeem my soul. Praise to Him throughout eternity, to the one
true and faithful Shepherd and Bishop of all souls that believe on
Him! Moreover, He will not even begin to learn from me how to
preserve and protect the poor souls who hear and heed His voice
against the power of the devil and the wickedness and tyranny of
the world. (WLS p. 324)

At the court of Abimelech Isaac passed off his wife as his sister
because he feared for his safety (Genesis 26:9). Yet in the light
of God’s promise he had no need to resort to a lie. But his faith
weakened, and he began to doubt. In his lecture on this story
Luther says that this is exactly the trouble with all who question
the clear promise of God’s saving love. The Reformer’s monastic
superior once told him that this was his (Luther’s) trouble too.

Staupitz consoled me with these words: Why do you
torture yourself with these speculations? Look at the wounds of
Christ and at the blood He shed for you; from these your election
will shine forth. Therefore we must hear the Son of God, who
was sent into the flesh and has appeared for the purpose of
destroying the work of the devil and making you certain of your
election. So He tells you: “You are My Sheep because you hear
My voice; and no one shall pluck you out of my hands.” (John
10:28) (WLS p. 460)
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The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod Stewardship Ministry
Newsletter Article

’Tis More Blessed to Give Than to Receive

“In all things I have shown you that by working hard in this way we must
help the weak and remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he himself
said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’ ” (Acts 20:35)

And indeed, it is. Does this not strike a chord that resonates in us all? Which of
us can’t recall the look of surprise and thanks for the Christmas gifts that we
labored to give to those whom we love? And the joy written on their face when
that gift is received with thanksgiving means more than all the gifts we have
received. It is more blessed to give than to receive.

Our Lord knew this because He practiced it. He gave of Himself — sparing not
even His life in death — in order to give us back to our Father in heaven. He
knew that in giving you get more because joy is multiplied in giving. The one
who receives and the one who gives both rejoice in what is given and received.
And, what is more, the one who receives only wants to give back to the one
who gave so generously in thanksgiving.

So it is with our tithes and offerings in church. We want to give because we
have received from God all that we are and all that we have. Our giving does
not originate in what we must do to earn God’s favor. We have God’s favor be-
cause of His gift of His Son, given through Word and Sacrament. Thus, we are
made free from the compulsion of giving so that our tithes and offering are
freely given in thanksgiving for what God has so generously given to us.

Our fallen nature makes us selfish and miserly. It leads us to believe that we can
have our cake and eat it, too. Because of sin, we want God’s grace and mercy;
we want His blessings of body and soul. But we don’t want to share it with
those around us. We want to remain comfortable in our own self-contained,
neat, and tidy lives — without the headaches of loving those around us by help-
ing them in their time of need.

Your tithes and offerings ensure that those around you have a pastor to preach
the life-saving and life-giving Word of God. They ensure that the lights, heat,
and air-conditioning are working. They ensure there is water for Holy Baptism
as well as bread and wine for Holy Communion. They even ensure that your
pastor has food and clothing and presents for his own family. The gifts of God
are immeasurable. They multiply and redound to everyone’s good as the fish
and loaves in the feeding of the five thousand.

So, remember the words of the Lord Jesus: “It is more blessed to give than to
receive.” And remember the joy that attended the gifts you gave at Christmas.
This same joy attends your gifts to the church.



January 2023

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT
1 New Year’s Day 2 3 4 5 6 7
9:00AM Worship 8:30-11:30AM Preschool 8:30-11:30AM Preschool 8:30-11:30AM Preschool 8:30-11:30AM Preschool
Bible Study after worship
No Sunday School 11:30AM Ladies Birthday 6:00PM BOCE/YM
Luncheon 6:30-7:15PM Confirmation
8 Caring and Sharing 9 10 11 12 13 14
8:00AM Finance 8:30-11:30AM Preschool 8:30-11:30AM Preschool 8:30-11:30AM Preschool 7:00AM Men’s Breakfast & 10:00AM LWML
9:00AM Worship +HC Bible Study at Ladysmith Bible Study
(Youth Acolyte) 11:30AM Family Restaurant
& Installation of Officers Evangelism/Stewardship

Bible Study after worship 8:30-11:30AM Preschool
10:15-11:15AM Sunday School 1:00PM Ladies Group
11:15 Elder meeting

6:30-7:15PM Confirmation
15 LWML Mites Ingathering 16 17 18 19 20 21
9:00AM Worship 8:30-11:30AM Preschool 8:30-11:30AM Preschool 8:30-11:30AM Preschool 10:00AM-noon
Bible Study after worship 8:30-11:30AM Preschool Crafty Stitchers
10:15-11:15AM Sunday School 1:00PM FAP Quilt Guild

6:30-7:15PM Confirmation

6:00PM Council

22 Stewardship Sunday 23 24 25 26 27 28

9:00AM Worship +HC
(Youth Acolyte)

8:30-11:30AM Preschool

8:30-11:30AM Preschool

8:30-11:30AM Preschool

7:00AM Men’s Breakfast &
Bible Study at Ladysmith

Bible Study after worship NEWSLETTER ITEMS Family Restaurant
10:15-11:15AM Sunday School ARE DUE TODAY 6:30-7:15PM Confirmation
8:30-11:30AM Preschool
29 30 31 . . .
9:00AM Worship 8:30-11:30AM Preschool 8:30-11:30AM Preschool Everythlng IS Sllb]CCt to Change' Please check our
No Bible Study

10:15-11:15AM Sunday School
Voter’s Annual Meeting

website (www.stjohnsladysmith.org), Facebook.
and/or phone the Church office 715-532-5780.
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Mission Grant Story

%‘{30 (A //Wm/ﬂn‘u?aa Uy Frf:/my Childrenin lima, Pera

2021-2023 Blennium
MissionGoat:

$2,150,000

Mission Gant #17

956,750

For Iwas hungry and

you gave me food.

I was thirsty and you

gaveme drink.

I'wos astranger and

you welcomed me

(Matthew 2535).

Spiritual and Physical Food for Children of Peru
La Mision Luterana del Peru — $56,750

Castillo Fuerte Mercy House is the mercy arm of La Mision Luterana del Peru, the national
Lutheran Mission of Peru. They provide for the physical and spiritual needs of children who are
struggling to survive in one of the poorer districts in Lima, Peru. This grant will help provide food
and supplies for this ministry.

Castillo Fuerte Mercy House is surrounded by families who struggle to provide for the basic needs
of life. The parents are hardworking people who work long hours with very low pay and the children
are often left on their own.

The LCMS missionaries started reaching out to these children at the local park after receiving the
city’s approval to use the park for church programs. This developed into the Castillo Fuerte Mercy
House and a church plant where missionaries provide after school tutoring, educational classes,

a soup kitchen, as well as lessons about who Jesus is and what He has done for their salvation.
Castillo Fuerte provides a safe place for the children to grow both physically and spiritually.

They provide a healthy lunch for children each weekday. Castillo Fuerte has daily chapel time and
catechism classes during the week. The missionaries are teaching the children to pray, memorize
Scripture, and to talk about all that God has done for them.

The ministry began by serving the needs of the children. Through the children, missionaries are
able to learn about the difficult situations at home and the physical and emotional needs of their
parents. Castillo Fuerte has been able to provide the services of a social worker, psychologist,
health professionals, and trained teachers to meet the needs of the parents and children.

The children provide an open door to reach out to the parents and share the Gospel of Christ.

La Mision Luterana del Peru is also reaching out to Venezuelan refugees in the city of Lima

who have fled their country to escape violence and political persecution or because of lack of food,
medicine, and essential services. There are over 377,000 Venezuelan refugees living in the city.
When they arrive, they find themselves with no money, no work, no place to live, and no friends or
contacts to help them. La Mision Luterana has opened their doors to the refugees and help them
find shelter, food and adjust to a new life in a new country.

This grant will help finance the work of Castillo Fuerte Mercy House and La Mision Luterana

del Peru as they reach out to help with the physical and spiritual needs of children and adults

in Lima, Peru.

For more information, go to misionluterana.com.

Learn more about this mission grant atlwml.org/mission-grants

f
QLWL
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Mission Grant Prayer Guide
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Spiritual and Physical Food for Children of Peru
La Mision Luterana del Peru — $56,750

Prayer 1 Prayer 3

2021-2025 Biennium

SZM?%G((]% 0 Dear Lord, be with the children who Dear Heavenly Father, we thank You for

seek to find You at La Mision Luterana ~ the mite offerings that help to support the
Mg‘;g“;;o'” and the Castillo Fuerte Mercy House. children who come to La Mision Luterana
z Let the workers reflect You and Your and Castillo Fuerte Mercy House in Lima,

love for them as they reach out to serve  Peru. Please be with the missionaries as

Forlwashungryand  these, Your children. In Jesus’ name they show the love of Christ through the

we pray. Amen services they provide to children and adults
you gave me food. in need. Bless their work. In Jesus’ name
Prayer 2 we pray. Amen.
Iwas thirstyandyou  Dear Lord, we come before You today
to ask Your blessing and guidance as Prayer4

gmvemedrink e reach out fo the children and, through  Dear Jesus, bless the work of La Mision

the children. to their parents in Lima, Luterana and Castillo Fuerte Mercy House.
Iwosasvangerand  pery May our humble acts of meeting 1€ missionaries are reaching out in love to
their physical needs teach them about ~ help meet the physical and spiritual needs
youwelomedme oy and Your saving grace. In Christ of children in Lima, Peru. Please continue
we pray, Amen. to bless them and all Your children in need,
S with food for their bodies and the Bread
of Life for their souls. In Christ’s name we
pray. Amen.

Learn more about this mission grant at lwml.org/mission-grants

QLWL



Saturday, January 14, 2023 10:00AM LWML
Bible Study. "Dilemmas and Decisions"” found on
Page 15 of the Winter 2022 :
edition of the Lutheran Women's

Quarterly. All women of St. John's are invited
to attend,

B i S e e A G I I i I b i e i I R AR I I S I e S S S S A G

Ladies! Birthday lunches aren't just for birthdays; of
course birthdays for the month are celebrated, but also it
gives us an informal excuse

to get together with our Birthday Mondays!

sisters in Christ to form
bonds and friendships.
No invitation needed!

Monday, January 2nd at
11:30 a.m. at the Ladysmith
Family Restaurant.
All are welcome!
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Men's
Bible
Study

Men's Bible Study will be on
Thursday, January 12th &
26th; 7:00AM at the
Ladysmith Family Restaurant.
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The Next Caring and Sharing Sunday
is January 8th

This is your opportunity to show you care
for the hungry in our community by making a donation
to the Hope Food Pantry or show your concern

to the
Back'Pack Program.

\

for the hungry children in ou community by making
a doflatio/

B b S e S I G I i i b i i i I R AR I I S I e S S S S I

@@V’ Mites are collected on the third Sunday of each
X~V month! Simply deposit your donation in the large
@ mite box when you come to worship. These mites

continue to fund district and national mission
projects. Check the LWML bulletin board for details on some of
those projects. Please let Amy Tousey or Paula Hook know if
you have any questions.

B b i e S I GREAE b E  E  E ATE I CE E  E E E  E E E E

Rada Knives
If you are interested in purchasing Rada Knives, please
contact Lorraine Flohr at 715-532-5095
All proceeds go to the St. John's Ladies Aid.
Orders are processed quickly! 7hey make great Christmas
and wedding gifts.
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ONGOING

COLLECTIONS Please, leave only
¢ Aluminum cans for aluminum cans! _We
Preschool cannot take aluminum
+ Canceled Stamps (LwmL) | foil, plates, etc.;
o Greeting cards aluminum cans only!
¢ Used eye glasses Tha_mks for your
assistance.
®
[ 4
»

Sllbmit Your Informati()n!

ITEMS FOR BULLETINS are due on Tuesday by close of
day each week (unless indicated otherwise in
bulletins due to holidays). Newsletter items are due
in the office no later than close of day on the Tuesday
preceding the last Sunday of the month.

E-mail to: stjohnladysmith@centurylink.net
(preferred method).

Don't forget that LARGE PRINT

bulletins and newsletters are available Eg:ﬂﬁf;the
for those who need them. Contact the
office to get your name on the list!
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Tami Kraft, Jean Seifert
Andrew Fredrick, Kelli Grotzinger
Bob Hauser

Cheri Lee

Brady Bishop

Christine Rosolowski

Janet Witt

Amy Baars

Dallas Zunker

Gary Drohman

DeDe Bishop, Mark Grabowski
Randy Scott

Luke Harris, Dana Hauser

Jack Canfield

Lisa Gleason

Deb Zillmer

——

JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES

5 Katie & Breyen Canfield
8 Chuck & Marie Perenchio
11 Ken & Denise Webster
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RUZZE
Ordering the d.a::srs

God spoke and created all that exises. He
ntd&ndhucmm:hdﬂndﬂynbnuuﬂ]umﬂe?

Directions: Write the correct day of creation next o each clue. Then fill in
the circled latiers in order below o complate Ganesis 7:31, NV

FIRST SECOND THIRD FOURTH HFTH SIXTH

God made wild animals and livestock. O____
God said, “Let there be light ” ___ 0O

God gathered the waters under the O___
sky into one place.

God made a vault 1o separate the waters O
and called it *sky.”

God created plants and trees. O
God separated the light from the darkness.
God made the water teem with Iving creatures.

God made the sun and moon. ___O__
God made birds fly above the earth.

God made stars. O ___
God created mankind in his own image.

God _awalltha_ he _ad ma_e, an__
GENESIS 1:31, HIV

- o pood e e pum Sepw pry sy re (e s por
Sea T R MR Y e P P T Ty e Sanaisy



