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Jesus in the Distance?
“Nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will
be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus
our Lord.” (Romans 8:39)
Three years ago at the National Youth Gathering in
Minneapolis, Minnesota, every night we heard the band sing a
song with the lyrics, “Nothing but the Blood of Jesus.” It didn’t
take long to hear people at the event repeating those words in the
convention halls, classrooms, hallways, and cafeteria. It was
fabulous to hear thousands of people saying “Nothing but the
Blood of Jesus.” Those words mean so much!
How blessed are we to be able to truly know our Lord
Jesus Christ. The One who went to the cross, shed His holy
precious blood, and died so we could be forgiven and have
eternal life. Then, on the third day be resurrected to prove that
everything He said and did was the truth. Yes, it’s through Jesus’
death, resurrection, and exaltation at God’s right hand that we are
guaranteed victory over anything and everything that would
separate us from His love. Yet, sometimes when problems come
into a person’s life, they distance themselves from Him.
Here is the truth about our Lord Jesus Christ. Jesus loves
you very much! He never draws back from you. He is with you
when you are hurting. He is with you when things are going
great. He is with you always and even says that He will be with
you forever.
We sing a Hymn titled what a “Friend we have in
Jesus.” (LSB 770) that explains this so well.
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What a friend we have in Jesus,
All our sins and griefs to bear!
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What a privilege to carry
Ev’rything to God in prayer!
Oh, what peace we often forfeit;
Oh, what needless pain we bear—
All because we do not carry
Ev’rything to God in prayer!
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Have we trials and temptations?
Is there trouble anywhere?
We should never be discouraged—
Take it to the Lord in prayer.
Can we find a friend so faithful
Who will all our sorrows share?
Jesus knows our ev’ry weakness—
Take it to the Lord in prayer.
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Are we weak and heavy laden,
Cumbered with a load of care?
Precious Savior, still our refuge—
Take it to the Lord in prayer.
Do thy friends despise, forsake thee?
Take it to the Lord in prayer.
In His arms He’ll take and shield thee;
Thou wilt find a solace there.
Text: Public domain

Enjoy Jesus! He is a blessing from heaven. Amen.
In His Service,
Pastor Craig S. Zandi
******************************************

Notification of Pastor When in the Hospital
There has been some confusion when people check in or
go to the hospital. The hospital will not automatically inform
your church, or pastor, that you are there unless it is specifically
stated in your records. Furthermore, inform your family members
to call your pastor. They can also contact the chaplain’s office at
the hospital and give them the information. Again, don’t assume
the hospital will do it, because they won’t. You must be
proactive to make sure your pastor is informed if you want him to
come see you. Many times people are in the hospital and he has
no idea they are there.
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ASSISTING FOR THE MONTH OF AUGUST
Acolytes: Ushers
Altar Guild: Kim Grabowski
Finance: Judy Bishop & Karen Kmosena
Worship Assistants for August
Sunday, Aug 7

Elder: Ray Tousey
Greeters:
Ushers: Team 5: Jim Kuchta-Captain,
Gary Drohman, Don Josi, Dave Thompson,
Russ Thompson

Sunday, Aug 14
Caring & Sharing

Elder: Darrell Kuchta
Greeters:
Ushers: Team 1: Dave Scott-Captain,
Dave Kuchta, Tom Rosolowski,
Vic Plockelman, Stu Pask

Sunday, Aug 21
LWML
Mites In
Gathering

Elder: Randy Scott
Greeters:
Ushers: Team 2: Dave Kmosena- Captain,
Terry Schar, Mike Kuchta, Jim Rodd,
Lee Purdy

Sunday, Aug 28
Stewardship

Elder: Sam Barg
Greeters:
Ushers: Team 3: Dennis Flater-Captain,
Bob Hauser, Alden Hook, Ray Tousey,
Kurt Harris
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What Luther says:
What Luther says:
This last thought the Reformer develops more extensively in an
afternoon sermon on Ex. 3:1-6 (Moses at the burning bush)
during Easter sermon 1526.
If God had not become man, He could not have suffered and
died; for God is a Spirit, who cannot suffer or die. If God, then,
is to suffer and die, He must become man. But because God does
become man, He suffers and dies in the Person of Christ, and God
does not stay outside this Person of Christ, as some heretics and
enthusiasts teach when they separate and divorce the divinity
from the humanity and say that only the humanity of Christ has
suffered and redeemed us. This is wrong. To be sure, only the
humanity suffered (for the divine nature cannot suffer and die)
but did not redeem us by itself. On the contrary, also the
Godhead, that is, God’s Son did this, as St. Paul says (Romans
8:32): “God spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up
for us all.” The wounds they inflicted on the hands and feet of
Christ they inflicted not merely on the hands and feet of Mary’s
Son or God Himself. Nor did they crucify and martyr only the
Son of Man; but the Son of God and God Himself was murdered
and slain, for God and man are one Person. Therefore the God
who became man was crucified and died, not God apart from, but
God united with, humanity, not according to the Godhead but
according to His human nature, which He has assumed, as St Paul
says; “They…crucified the Lord of Glory.” (1 Corinthians 2:8)
(WLS p. 193)
——————————————————
The death of a Divine Redeemer was necessary
Ah, Lord God! People should ever rejoice because of this
blessed, comforting article, should rejoice in true faith, without
any disputing and doubting. We should sing, praise, and thank
God the Father for the unspeakable mercy of letting His dear Son

9

become like us, a man and a brother. But through proud,
ambitious, incorrigible people the wretched devil creates such
trouble that this precious and blessed joy must be hindered and
spoiled. God have mercy! We Christians must know that if God
is not in the scale to give it weight, our side of the scale sinks to
the ground. What I mean is this: If it cannot be said that God,
not a mere man, dies for us, we are lost. But if God’s death and a
God who has died lie in the balance, His side goes down and ours
snaps up as though it were light and empty...But He could not be
in the scale without becoming a man like us, so that we could
speak of God dying, God suffering, of God’s blood, God’s death.
For God in His own nature cannot die; but now, since God and
man are united in one Person, the death of the man whom God is
one thing or Person is justly called the death of God. (WLS 192193)
——————————————————————
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SUN

MON

TUE

WED

THU

FRI

SAT

Everything is subject to change. Please check our website (www.stjohnsladysmith.org)
and/or phone the Church office 715-532-5780.
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9:00AM Worship

1
11:30AM Ladies Birthday
Luncheon

2
6:00PM BOCE/YM

3

4

5

6

8
6:00PM LWML
Bible Study

9

10
11:30AM
Evangelism/Stewardship

11

12

13

17

18
7:00AM Men’s Breakfast &
Bible Study at Ladysmith
Family Restaurant

19
4:00PM
Circuit
Pastor
Picnic

20

24
7:00PM Campfire
devotion

25

26

27

7:00PM LWML Meeting

14 Caring and Sharing
8:00AM Finance
9:00AM Worship +HC
Church Picnic

15

1:00PM Ladies Group
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1:00PM Flambeau Area
Piecemakers Quilt Guild
6:00PM Council

21 LWML Mites Ingathering
9:00AM Worship
Bible Study after worship
11:15AM Elder meeting

22

28 Stewardship Sunday
9:00AM Worship +HC
Bible Study after worship

29

23

NEWSLETTER ITEMS
ARE DUE TODAY

30

31
10-00-noon & 3:00-5:00PM
Preschool Orientation
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LWML is 80 years old in 2022.
In honor of this anniversary the ladies of St.
John’s LWML, with help of all the members of St. John’s, would
like to donate 80 school kits to the Lutheran World Relief. We
will be collecting items for these kits each month. Then sewing
backpacks on a workday to be announced. We will have a second
workday to pack the bags. If we collect items that cannot be used
in the LWR School Kit, they will be donated to local schools.
Items to be included IN EACH SCHOOL KIT
FOUR 70-sheet notebooks of wide- or college-ruled paper,
approximately 8” x 10 ½”; no loose leaf paper
ONE 30-centimeter ruler, or a ruler with centimeters on one
side and inches on the other
ONE pencil sharpener
ONE pair of blunt scissors (safety scissors with embedded
steel blades work well)
FIVE unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers; secure together
with a rubber band
FIVE black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel ink); secure
together with a rubber band
ONE box of 16 or 24 crayons
ONE 2 ½” eraser
ONE sturdy drawstring backpack-style cloth bag, approximately
14” x 17” with shoulder straps (no standard backpacks)
• Please give new items only.
• Please do not donate items with any religious symbols,
messages or your group’s name.
• Please do not donate any items decorated with a U.S. flag,
patriotic or military symbols, or references to the armed forces,
including camouflage.

August we are asking for 70-sheet notebooks of
wide- or college-ruled paper, approximately 8” x
10 ½”; no loose leaf paper each backpack needs
five.
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Evangelism/Stewardship
1st quarter (Jan-March)
Love Thy Neighbor
nd
2 quarter (April-June)
Camp Luther Scholarship
rd
3 quarter (July-Sept)
Back Pack Program
th
4 quarter (Oct-Dec)
Care Net Pregnancy Resource Center
A food drive will be held twice a year in Spring and
Fall for the Hope Food Pantry. Watch for details! The
caring/sharing food basket will be available
throughout the year for any items you wish to donate
to the pantry.
Continue to use your designated offering and write
the name of the charity and amount so your
donation will be allocated correctly.

“Jesus Said, “You shall Love your neighbor as
yourself.” (Mark 12:31a)
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JOYFUL RESPONSE
JOYFUL Response (e-giving program) is run through VANCO
and LCEF. It is now available for use by St. John's members, free
of charge to you, as long as the money is taken out of your bank
account (no credit cards). This account is for General Operating
offerings only, no designated funds. The information and
application to enroll are on St. John's website
(www.stjohnsladysmith.org). As the Financial Secretary of St.
John's, Nancy is the contact person for this program. An account
has been set up at LCEF for your offerings to be deposited.
Nancy will receive a statement when your offering is received at
LCEF so she can enter it on your St. John's offering account. If
you have any questions, please contact Nancy.

******************************************

Altar Guild
Kim Grabowski has been asked to be in charge of the Altar Guild.
As of now, we are on the same schedule as last year. We are in
need of more volunteers to help. It only takes a little time each
week to set up the altar. If you are willing to help, please see
Kim or Pastor. Thanks
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Monday, August 8, 2022 6:00PM ladies Bible
Study is titled "In the Father's Arms" and is found
on page 18 of the Summer 2022 issue of the
Lutheran Women's Quarterly.
All women are invited to attend.
Monday, August 8, 2022 7:00PM,
LWML Meeting

******************************************

Ladies! Birthday lunches aren't just for birthdays; of
course birthdays for the month are celebrated, but also it
gives us an informal
Birthday Mondays!
excuse to get together
with our sisters in Christ Monday, August 1st at
to
11:30 a.m. at the Ladysmith
form bonds and
Family Restaurant.
friendships.
All are welcome!
No invitation needed!

******************************************

Men's Bible Study will be on
Thursday, August 18th;
7:00AM at the Ladysmith
Family Restaurant.
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The Next Caring and Sharing Sunday
is August 14th
This is your opportunity to show you care
for the hungry in our community by making a donation
to the Hope Food Pantry or show your concern
for the hungry children in our community by making
a donation to the
Back Pack Program.

******************************************

Mites are collected on the third Sunday of each
month! Simply deposit your donation in the large
mite box when you come to worship. These mites
continue to fund district and national mission
projects. Check the LWML bulletin board for details on some of
those projects. Please let Amy Tousey or Paula Hook know if
you have any questions.
******************************************

Rada Knives
If you are interested in purchasing Rada Knives, please
contact Lorraine Flohr at 715-532-5095
All proceeds go to the St. John's Ladies Aid.
Orders are processed quickly!They make great Christmas

and wedding gifts.
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ONGOING
COLLECTIONS
¨

Aluminum cans for
Preschool

¨

Canceled Stamps (LWML)

¨

Greeting cards

¨

Used eye glasses

Please, leave only
aluminum cans! We
cannot take aluminum
foil, plates, etc.;
aluminum cans only!
Thanks for your
assistance.

ITEMS FOR BULLETINS are due on Tuesday by close of
day each week (unless indicated otherwise in
bulletins due to holidays). Newsletter items are due
in the office no later than close of day on the Tuesday
preceding the last Sunday of the month.
E-mail to: stjohnladysmith@centurylink.net
(preferred method).
Don’t forget that LARGE PRINT
bulletins and newsletters are available
for those who need them. Contact the
office to get your name on the list!
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1
3
4
5
6
7
10
12
13
14
15
16
18
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

Clara Pask
Kenzie Scott
Dave Kuchta, Aubree Moore
Ralph Witt
Marilyn Baker
Sirianna Basham
Luella Flater
Elsie Thummel
Bob Kuchta
Dawn Scott, Wendy Zehner
Dani Lodahl,
Jean Johnson
Nathan Hauser, Arvid Held, Jim Rodd
Kurt Harris
David Canfield, Stef Harris
Pamela Kibellus
Mary Ann Van Treese
Ashli Srmek
Russ Thompson
Todd Berry, Valerie Zunker
Joshua Purdy-Zimmer, Peyton Rodd
Robert Thummel
Helen Patrick
Carol Schindler
1
4
4
7
9
12
13
18
18
24
25
26
29

Ray & Eunice Yurko
Don & Dianna Josi
Nick & Andrea Wilson
Gary & Deb Drohman
Nick & Martha Basham
John & Sue Monnier
Bob & Helen Patrick
Jim & Diane Rodd
Harold & Elsie Thummel
Ray & Amy Tousey
Craig & Janice Zandi
Mark & Judy Van Wey
Dave & Connie Thompson
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