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April 25, 2021

Invocation
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
Matthew 18:19b
C Amen.
Psalm 23
The LORD Is My Shepherd
The LORD is my shepherd;
I shall not want.
He makes me lie down in green pastures.
He leads me beside still waters.
He restores my soul.
He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.
Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I will fear no evil, for you are with me;
your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
You prepare a table before me
in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil;
my cup overflows.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me
all the days of my life,
and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD forever.
First Reading Acts 4:1–12
Peter and John Before the Council
As they were speaking to the people, the priests and the captain
of the temple and the Sadducees came upon them, greatly annoyed because they were teaching the people and proclaiming in
Jesus the resurrection from the dead. And they arrested them and
put them in custody until the next day, for it was already evening.
But many of those who had heard the word believed, and the
number of the men came to about five thousand.
On the next day their rulers and elders and scribes gathered together in Jerusalem, with Annas the high priest and
Caiaphas and John and Alexander, and all who were of the highpriestly family. And when they had set them in the midst, they
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inquired, “By what power or by what name did you do this?”
Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of
the people and elders, if we are being examined today concerning
a good deed done to a crippled man, by what means this man has
been healed, let it be known to all of you and to all the people of
Israel that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you
crucified, whom God raised from the dead—by him this man is
standing before you well. This Jesus is the stone that was rejected
by you, the builders, which has become the cornerstone. And
there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under
heaven given among men by which we must be saved.”
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Second Reading 1 John 3:16–24
By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we
ought to lay down our lives for the brothers. But if anyone has the
world’s goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart
against him, how does God’s love abide in him? Little children,
let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth.
By this we shall know that we are of the truth and reassure
our heart before him; for whenever our heart condemns us, God is
greater than our heart, and he knows everything. Beloved, if our
heart does not condemn us, we have confidence before God; and
whatever we ask we receive from him, because we keep his commandments and do what pleases him. And this is his commandment, that we believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and love
one another, just as he has commanded us. Whoever keeps his
commandments abides in him, and he in them. And by this we
know that he abides in us, by the Spirit whom he has given us.
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Gospel Reading John 10:11–18
[Jesus said:] “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd
lays down his life for the sheep. He who is a hired hand and not a
shepherd, who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and
leaves the sheep and flees, and the wolf snatches them and scat-
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ters them. He flees because he is a hired hand and cares nothing
for the sheep. I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my
own know me, just as the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep. And I have other sheep
that are not of this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. For this
reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life that I may
take it up again. No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my
own accord. I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority
to take it up again. This charge I have received from my Father.”
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.
Sermon
Apostles’ Creed
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the
dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life T everlasting. Amen.
Offering (If you so desire, your offering can be sent to the
church office)
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Prayer
P Let us pray
Almighty God, merciful Father, since You have wakened from
death the Shepherd of Your sheep, grant us Your Holy Spirit that
when we hear the voice of our Shepherd we may know Him who
calls us each by name and follow where He leads; through the
same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
Lord’s Prayer
Matthew 6:9-13
L Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to
pray:
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Benediction
2 Corinthians 13:14
P The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C Amen.

